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Sugar Creek Bible Camp 

For more information, contact 
Sugar Creek at 608-734-3113 
or check their website at:    
www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org   

2020 Traditional Youth Summer Camps 
Cancelled. 
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Pastor’s Page                          July 2020 

Hello Siblings in Christ! 
 

I hope and pray that you are all doing well.  I miss 
being able to see you on Sunday or gather with you 
during the week.  
 

I want you all to know that I am sending you all of 
my love, and wish that you are well.  
 

As much as we long to gather in this time we 
refrain from gathering in person as an act of love toward one another.  
It is for the sake of the most vulnerable that we hold back from rushing 
to fling wide the doors of our buildings.  We follow the call of the 
gospel to love our neighbor and Jesus’ commission to tend the those in 
need.  Right now we care for the needs of others .   
 

I am here for you in this time.  I know that things have not been 
“normal”, but I hope and pray that you are able to feel the warmth and 
love of the body 
of Christ 
surrounding 
you as we 
worship and 
gather in new 
and different 
ways.  If there 
is anything I 
can do to be 
with you in this 
time please 
don’t hesitate to 
reach out.   
 

In Christ’s 
Love, 

Pastor Alyssa 
Mitchell 
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Pastor’s Page continued 

Sidewalk Sacrament 
 

“Since we are all essentially homebound, I 
am offering to provide a ‘driveway’ 
communion service to you and your family.  If 
you are interested, you and other members of 
your household would come out of your home 
and remain on the stoop or porch. Bring 

bread and wine or grape juice from your house.  We will share in a 
brief worship service with me standing 10-12 feet away.  You and 
your family will share communion.  I will not have any contact with 
you or the elements you will eat and drink. You are welcome to 
share this invitation with adjoining neighbors, explaining to them 
that they would stay at the front of their respective houses (or 10-
12 feet distant from you and from where I could stand).  It will take 
about 10-20 minutes.  Would you like me to stop by your driveway? 
Please call me if you are interested in having me stop by. 
                        -Pastor Alyssa Mitchell 

Pastoral Acts in May 
 
Graveside Service on May 8, 2020: 
 

Merlin Severson, at Farmington Cemetery, (MLC member), who passed away on 
April 30, 2020. 

Join in the ZOOM discussion of 
“Waking Up White” by Debbie 
Irving. This summer book club meets 
at Noon on 7/21, 8/18, and 9/15 on 
Zoom. Come for respectful 
conversation as we learn how to be a 
more multicultural and welcoming 
community. 
Sign up by emailing 
pastorallison@holmenluth.org. 
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Community Outreach Opportunities 

Mobile Food Pantry 
 

The WAFER Mobile Food Pantry stops in front of the 
Mindoro Lutheran Church once a month from 12:30-
1:30pm.  If you or someone you know needs some extra 
food to make it through the month, please come to the 
Mobile Food Pantry.  Families from La Crosse and now 
Jackson and Monroe counties are invited.  Look for 
upcoming dates and times at   
https://waferlacrosse.org/mobile-pantry/ 
You can also contact WAFER at 608-782-6003. 

The Mobile Food 
Pantry will be 
here on Tues, 
July 28 from 

12:30-1:30pm. 

The ADRC of La Crosse County is parked outside Mindoro 

Lutheran every Wednesday from 11:30am to 1:00pm to provide frozen 

meals to seniors 60 years of age or older. Individuals may reserve any 

desired number of frozen meals to then prepare/consume throughout the week. 

Reservations are required and voluntary contributions are requested ($4/meal) 

however no one is ever denied because of the inability to donate. All donations 

are kept confidential. Additionally, ADRC staff will be available to assist with 

information, assistance and counseling related to long-term care and other 

programs and services for older adults and adults 

with disabilities. Information/assistance provided 

is free of charge.  

To learn more, determine eligibility or reserve 

meal(s), call the ADRC at 608-785-5700. 

Join Us at Our Gathering 
 

We invite 
all women 
to 
experience 
a life-
changing 
event with other bold women of 
faith, August 5-8, 2021, in 
Sunny Phoenix, Arizona. 

Women of the ELCA Events Rescheduled 
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Confirmation Students and  
High School Students 

As of this newsletter printing, the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering,  
June 29-July 3, 2021, is still happening in Minneapolis. 

 

Youth who are in 8th to 12th grade at the time of registration (Fall 2020) are 
eligible to attend. Adult leaders must be at least 21 at the time of the Gathering.  
The recommended ratio is one adult for every seven youth. 

Update on Upcoming Key Dates for the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

Gathering leadership continues to work through a variety of scenarios of 
what this ministry may look like in the time of COVID-19. We have decided 
to pause our upcoming webinars, the release of the Getting Ready Materials 
and the start of financial assistance so that all may be adjusted accordingly 
for any possible changes. 
 

We also hope this pause will allow congregational leaders to continue focus-
ing on serving their young people during these unusual times, without need-
ing to devote special attention to Gathering readiness. The Gathering time-
line will be adjusted accordingly as updates are announced so that adult 
leaders have the necessary time to prepare. All updates will be shared on 
our social media as well as our website, https://elca.org/YouthGathering/
About/Overview and https://elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19. 
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Mindoro & Lewis Valley Men’s Group Breakfast 

No Men’s Group Breakfast until further notice. 

Your Congregations at work 

Can’t Watch Worship on live stream  
on Sunday Mornings? 

Watch Worship on our website when it is convenient.  
Here’s how: 

 

Go to the church website:   
 

https://www.mindorolewisvalleychurches.org/ 
 

At the top of the page, hover over or click on “Worship”. 
 

There will be a drop down with Full Service; click on Full Service  
 

Choose the service you would like to watch. 

Christ in Our Home 
July, August, September edition is here! 

 

We have the July, August, September edition of Christ in Our 
Home at Mindoro Lutheran.  If you would like a copy, please 
come to the church 9:00am-3:00pm, Monday-Friday, ring the 
bell at the right side of the doors, and pick up your copy.  They 
are on the bookcase to the right as you walk in.  

With Independence Day 
being on a Saturday this 
year, the church office will 
be closed for the holiday on 
Monday, July 6th.   
 

Have a Happy 4th! Please 
stay safe and healthy, wash your hands, social 
distance, and wear a mask. 

https://elca.org/YouthGathering/About/Overview
https://elca.org/YouthGathering/About/Overview
https://elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19
https://www.mindorolewisvalleychurches.org/


4     

  

     17

Pictures from our Members 

The new cement 
parking spot that 

was put in  In 
Memory of Steve 
Gabrielson, who 
had started the 

project. (Pictures 
are from opposite 
directions, not two 

Left: Alma Sennes on her 85th 
birthday, June 15, 2020. 

 
Below: Alma with her granddaughters 

Emma (left) and Kaitlynn (right) 
Severson.  See the love!  

 
Thank you for the pictures Brenda. :-) 
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Seemore 
 

  I packed up my drop of juice and my crumb of Cracker and hopped in Pastor 
Alyssa’s bag as she went out on Sidewalk Sacrament visits.  It was really nice to see 
a few of you again! I hope I will get to see more of you in July as I sneak into Pastor 
Alyssa’s bag, and ride along.  

 

  I’ve been outside quite a bit when the weather has been nice.  I’ve visited David 
& Mary’s house, Shirley’s house, Rich & Tammy’s house, Nick & Samantha’s 
house, and all the way down the street to Steve & Josie’s house.  Josie has a daycare 
and Nick & Sam have baby Kenna so those were my two favorite places!  You know 
why?  Babies drop lots of food!  The others were friendly, as long as I didn’t sneak 
up on them, but way too tidy when it came to crumbs. 

 

 Pastor Alyssa & Jared are going on vacation July 26th - 
August 1st.  With no in-building services through July, I 
think I will sneak into their suitcase and take a vacation with 
them.  I’m sure they will be cooking up something delicious 
- or at least have takeout for me to get some crumbs.   

warm handshakes and hugs as we greet and pass the peace. The virus count 
increases as we spend extended time together in an enclosed space, singing loudly, 
and sharing bread and wine. For now, we won’t gather. We don’t know who carries 
the virus. We don’t know who is most at risk to exposure. We wait. 
 

Fortunately, we know that Lutherans can worship anywhere. We open our Bibles at 
home, pray as we drift off to sleep at night, worship together online as our pastors 
become gifted televangelists. 
 

Of course, we still collect offerings. Christians have a need to give. It is marvelous 
that many mail checks to church and engage in online giving. It is marvelous that we 
contribute to local groups serving those in special need. And it is inspiring to see 
God’s people offering themselves to distribute food, coordinate blood drives, make 
phone connections with those who live alone, and more and more and more – loving 
Jesus by loving our neighbors. 
 

Now, as more and more people return to work, it is inspiring to see faithful people 
serve Jesus by protecting those around them. Masks are worn. Personal distancing is 
maintained. And in so doing, the neighbor is loved. 
 

We miss worshipping together. But we stay the course. It’s how we serve. It’s how 
we care. It’s for our God and for our neighbor. 

From Bishop Arends            continued from page 11 
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Left:  Beautiful 
weather graced the 
Spring in the Valley 

Plant Sale on  
May 30th.   

 
With pre-orders, 
social distancing, 

and masks, the plant 
sale was a success! 

Below:  The American Legion showed up on Mindoro Lutheran’s front door 
to commemorate Memorial Day this year. 
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Your Congregations at work 

Visiting is not a good 
idea right now, but 
please stay in touch with 
a call or “just thinking of 
you” card/letter to our 
nursing home bound 
and our homebound. 

 
If you need a phone number 
or an address, please call the 
church office for it. 

Church Member 
Hospital Visits 

 

If you or a family 
member are in the 
hospital, please let 
Pastor Alyssa or the 
church office know.  
We can no longer call 
to find out who is in 
the hospitals and the 
chaplains aren’t 
calling to let us know. 
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Council Minutes continued 

Other Business:  Plant Sale was successful.  Thanks to all who helped organize/work 
the event and those who made purchases.  
Question was brought up if church services could be broadcast from LV.  Currently 
there is not internet service at the church that would support the live streaming.  
Investigation into getting internet at church is being explored.  Not many great options 
at this time. 
The Bike Blessing will be at LV on June 28.  Pastor is working on parking lot 
organization for those attending to safely social distance.  Russell and Ramona are 
working on a route for the motorcycle ride. 
There was a church that burned in Minnesota.  We will ask Hearts and Hammers if 
they would want to make a donation to that church to help re-build. 
Ivy motioned, Barb seconded; MMSP to donate $100 to Mindoro Lutheran to help 
offset their expenses since they are holding basically all services at this time, and we 
are not holding any. 
 

Communion Servers:  None needed for July. 
 

Adjourn:   Barb moved, Nick seconded; MMSP. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Whalen, Secretary 
(Pending approval at the July meeting) 

Mindoro Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, June 8th, 2020, met in person with COVID-19 precautions taken 

 
Present:  John, Rita, Cindy, Ronnie, Jodi and Debbie 
 

It was great to meet in person at L.V. for our meeting in June. 
Cindy called the meeting to order. John approved the agenda, and Rita seconded it.  
The secretary’s report was approved by Rita. 
 

Jodi said the PPP loan is on track. We were able to use it for our summer fill.   
Giving is up some!  Most memorials have been given to the parsonage fund.  A few 
members have dropped envelopes off at the bank.   
A motion was made by Rita to accept the treasurer’s report and John seconded it. 
 

Concerning property, Ronnie has volunteered to trim the tree, left of the church.   
He will also check the down spouts on the church. 
A big thank you to Nick & Sam Sinotte for mowing our church yard.   
We need to mulch our garden again. 
 

Everyone loves Pastor's video services.  We thank her so much for all the time and 
effort she has done to help us stay connected.  She will continue these even when the 
church opens again. 
 

John made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Debbie Salek, Sub. Secretary 
(Pending approval at the July meeting) 
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Council Minutes continued 

Lewis Valley Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes 

June 9, 2020, met in person with COVID-19 precautions taken 
 

In Attendance:  Bill Knutson, Gary Wortman, Ivy Endris, Barb Anderson, Becky 
Whalen, Sharon Pfaff, Nick Sinotte     Absent: None    
 

President Gary Wortman called the meeting to order. 
 

Agenda Approval:  Becky moved, Ivy seconded; MMSP. 
Secretary’s Report:  Ivy moved, Bill seconded; MMSP. 
Treasurer’s Report:   Sharon moved, Nick seconded; MMSP. 
 

President’s Report:  Gary reported that he is working with the electrician to complete 
the work in the basement.  The Exit lights have been fixed in the basement.  The 
flooring in the communion room needs to be installed yet.   
 

Team Reports –  
 

Finance:  The PPE loan - we will be able to spend the required 75% of the loan on 
salaries.  Giving has been stable.  We are in good standing financially. 
 

Property (Church):   There was a tree that went down in the church lawn.  The tree 
was removed.  We need to get the stump and roots removed/ground.  We are getting 
bids for that work.   
There is repair work that needs to be done on damaged soffit and fascia on the backside 
of the church.  Bill moved, Becky seconded; MMSP to pre-approve $500 for church 
president to get bids and get repair done. 
There is a need for removal of the old brush/stumps by the brick wall and replace with 
dirt and plant grass seed.  When it rains, mud washes down by the basement door 
causing problems.   We will advertise in the bulletin and email for volunteers to reach 
out by the end of June to do this work.  If we don’t get volunteers, we will look for 
bids. 
There are 2 property committee positions open.  If you’re interested, please reach out 
to Gary Wortman or the church office. 

Discussed safety precautions for COVID 19.  When we can gather again, there will be 
restrictions which will likely include masking, social distancing, gathering of 50 
people or less, no singing, no offering plates, no communion, taking reservations so 
we know we will not be over the limit.  These are just some thoughts of restrictions at 
this time; again, we will make determinations as we have more information. 
 

The Pictorial Directory is currently being processed. 
 

Cindy moved to adjourn the meeting, Becky seconded by.  MMSP 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Becky Whalen, Lewis Valley Secretary 
(Pending approval at the July meeting) 

 

     7

Councils meet Tuesday, July 14,  2020, at Lewis Valley 
6:30pm Joint Council;  

Mindoro & Lewis Valley immediately following Joint 

Council Members - Please check your email for updates 
from Pastor Alyssa on the “location”. 

COMMITTEES/TEAMS AT LEWIS VALLEY AND MINDORO 
 

Church Councils:  LV - President Gary Wortman, VP Sharon Pfaff, Secretary 
Becky Whalen, Ivy Endris, Bill Knutson, Sharon Pfaff, Nick Sinotte;  MLC -  
President Jim Hines, VP Cindy Tracey, Secretary Mary Kastenschmidt, Rita 
Cox, John McRae, Ron Moore, Debbie Salek, Sandy Stetzer, Ginny Wegner 
 

Education:  Betty Pfaff, Nikki Christopherson, Rita Holley, Lara Hines, Beth 
McRae 
 

Finance:  MLC: Pastor Alyssa, Jodi Anderson, Jim Hines, Heather Koss, John 
McRae, Cindy Roberts; LV: Pastor Alyssa, Jodi Anderson, Karen Knutson, 
Becky Whalen, Jason Young 
 

Parsonage:  Bill Cox, Rich Sinclair, Kay Pfaff, Gary Wortman, 2 LV 
members needed 
 

Property:  MLC: Ron Moore, Mark Roberts, Rich Sinclair; LV: Gary 
Wortman, 2 LV members needed 
 

Staff Support:  Alice Baumer, Lillian Nordin, Carol Taylor, Ginny Wegner 
 

Stewardship:  Rita Cox, Jim Hines, Debbie Peterson, LV members needed 
 

Worship:  Barb Anderson, Ivy Endris, Debbie Peterson, Sharon Pfaff, Ginny 
Wegner 

Please let the church office know if you have a  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, CHANGE OF PHONE NUMBER AND/OR CHANGE 

OF E-MAIL ADDRESS. 

Sunday Worship on Facebook 
July 26, 2020, 9:00am 

 
We will worship on Facebook at 9:00am 
July 26th  with Pastor Ben Morris and 
Lutheran Campus Ministry. 
 
Please consider sending an offering to them 
for sharing their service with us.  The 
address is:  
1334 Pine Street, La Crosse WI  54601. 
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Wedding Anniversaries 

July 7 Matthew & Katie Huffman 

July 10 Jerome & JoAnn Nelson 
55 years 

July 10 Steve & Kay Timm 

July 14 Robert & Jane Everitt 

July 16 Chauncey & Mary Stetzer  
65 years 

July 17 Richard & Debra Kirchner 

July 28 Jared & Pastor Alyssa 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

July 1 Shari Bockenhauer 

July 2 Joseph Paisley 
Neal Hanson 

July 6 Kael Spors 
Aries Wharton 
James Wharton 

July 11 Peyton Brown 

July 12 Ryan Sawyer 

July 13 Gene Hanson 

July 15 Kally Koch 
Connor Christopherson 
Brett Gerdes 

July 17 Tajinae Tracey 

July 19 Nancy Spangler 

July 21 David Kastenschmidt 
Alyssa Baumer 
Claire Huffman 

July 23 Timothy Tracey  
Tom Tracey 

July 25 Noah Stayton 

July 27 Katie Huffman 
Benjamin Jostad 

July 28 Morgan Miller 
Megan Olson 

July 31 Elizabeth Sawyer 
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Council Minutes 

Joint Council Meeting 
Mindoro and Lewis Valley Lutheran Churches 

June 9, 2020, met in person with COVID-19 precautions taken 
 

Present:  Pastor Alyssa, Barb Anderson, Becky Whalen, Bill Knutson, Gary 
Wortman, Ivy Endris, Cindy Tracey, Sharon Pfaff, Jodi Anderson, Nick Sinotte, Ron 
Moore, Rita Cox, John McRae, Debbie Salek, Sandy Stetzer    Absent:  Ginny 
Wegner, Mary Kastenschmidt, Jim Hines 
 

Pastor had devotions. 
Sharon made a motion to approve the agenda, Bill seconded.  MMSP 
Barb made a motion to approve the minutes, Cindy seconded.  MMSP 
 

Pastor Alyssa reported that she continues to have the virtual Sunday worship services 
and they are going well.  Attendance has been great.  Pastor also continues to lead 
coffee hour on Monday and Wednesdays and evening prayer sessions Monday through 
Thursdays.  Pastor reported that she has not had any funeral, wedding or baptism 
requests lately.  She is offering Sidewalk Sacrament for those interested.  She has 
started this week and they have gone very well. 
 

Education Team:  There will be no Vacation Bible School this year due to the 
pandemic.  We have received online Sunday School material information in case we 
are not able to meet in person yet this fall.  This is being reviewed. 
 

Outreach Team:  No report.  They continue to remain active. 
 

Property Team:  Pastor has removed the barberry bushes in the front yard of the 
parsonage and replaced with Burning Bushes.  The kitchen/bathroom faucet is 
dripping, Delbert Stair will be called to fix. 
 

Staff Support Team:  No report 
  

Stewardship Team:  No report.  We need representatives on this committee from LV.  
Pastor will work on getting reps and getting a meeting together. 
 

Worship Team:   Again, virtual worship is going well and there is good viewership.  
There are no ELCA churches open at this time.  We will not be able to gather for 
worship in church until we hit Phase 2 of the Badger Bounce Back Plan.  It is likely 
that we will have a “new normal” through 2020, at least.   
 

Cindy made a motion, Sharon seconded to purchase software that Jared uses to input 
slides into the video for online worship.  What we have been using was for a trial 
period and the trial period is up.  The cost is $60 and the money will be taken out of 
the AV fund.  MMSP  
 

We are invited to join Holmen Lutheran and Journey Lutheran for a book read this 
summer – Waking Up White by Debby Irving.  Watch for additional information 
about this. 
 

July worship is scheduled to be in Mindoro.  Again, we will not be able to gather for 
worship in church until we hit Phase 2 of the Badger Bounce Back Plan, so this is 
TBD. 
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Lewis Valley Worship 

Mission Statement:  Lewis Valley Lutheran Church is committed 
to reaching toward God and each other, to grow in faith, fellowship 
and love.  We offer opportunities for the community to experience 
the grace of God and respond in Christian commitment. 

Mindoro Worship 

Mission Statement:  Mindoro Lutheran Church is committed to 
reaching toward God and to each other, to grow together in faith, 
fellowship and love. 

June Financial Giving through 6/21/20 

  
Sunday Envelope Offering .................................................................... $855.00 

Electronic Giving ................................................................................ $1,410.00 

Pay Pal Giving ...................................................................................... $350.00 

Plant Sale ........................................................................................... $2,651.00 

Total Giving ........................................................................................ $5,266.00 

June Financial Giving through 6/21/20 
 

Sunday Envelope Offering ................................................................. $1,530.00 

Electronic Giving ................................................................................ $3,275.00 

Pay Pal Giving ...................................................................................... $110.00 

Total Giving ........................................................................................ $4,915.00 

Mindoro Lutheran                            
Income & Expenses for April 

May Income: $9,273.66 

May Expenses: $8,844.97 
*of 238 active, confirmed members 

Lewis Valley Lutheran                                     
Income & Expenses for April 

May Income: $5,210.76 

May Expenses: $6,716.37 

*of 153 active, confirmed members 

Needed at Lewis Valley 
 

Two Property Team members 
Two Parsonage Team members 
Two Stewardship Team members 
 

Contact Gary Wortman or the church 
office to volunteer or with questions.  
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Happy Birthday!! 
July 1 Jean Van Riper 

Jaden Page - 11 

July 2 Nancy Kish 
Steve Sacia 
Katie Huffman 
Kenna Sinotte - 1 

July 3 Jonathan Young - 5 

July 5 Patricia Hoff 

July 7 Aly Knutson 
Alex Valiente II - 11 

July 8 Jacob Hines 

July 9 Lauren Koss - 18 

July 11 Jennifer Cruz 

July 12 Tori Kovacevich 

July 17 Todd Baumer 
Mary Johnsrud 

July 18 Tyler Christianson - 12 

July 19 Kyle Opland - 15 

July 20 Tucker Sbraggia - 18 

July 22 Cheryl Halverson 

July 23 Troy Stayton 

July 24 Douglas Drogseth 
Christopher Pfaff 

July 25 Mary Sutherland  

July 26 Lincoln Anderson - 2 

July 28 Mary Wortman 
Dustin Anderson 

July 30 Leslie Pfaff 
Kyle Korish 
Colton Koss - 12 

July 31 Bernice Opland 
Brenda Severson 
Tucker Stuessel - 6 

Bolded 
names are 
members 
celebrating 
an 80th 
Birthday 
or above.  
Let’s 
shower 
them with birthday cards on 
their special day. 

In Memoriam 

July 1 Donovan Pfaff 

July 10 Elsie Roberts 
Marian Simonson 

July 28 Spencer Olson 

Please let  the church office know if a 
name or date is incorrect or if 
someone needs to be added.  The 
information is from the church records 
and all records are not complete. 
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God’s Word Each Week 
You are encouraged to read the Bible each week.   

Below are the Sunday readings for this month. 
Set aside personal or family time to read each week. 

07/05 
Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-14; Romans 7:15-25a;  
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

07/12 Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm 65:1-13; Romans :1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

07/19 
Isaiah 44:6-8; Psalm 86:11-17; Romans 8:12-25;  
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

07/26 
1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-39;  
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

Prayed for in June:  Sharon Ash, Cindy Adamson, Cathy Gabrielson’s 
sister & brother-in-law Karla & Gene Amann & family, Ray Beaser, 
Bonnie Byom, Bob Collins, Tim Devine, Garrett Earley, Troy 
Goodenough, Lori Hudson, Nancy Spangler’s granddaughter Melissa 
Jones, Mary Kastenschmidt, Marcella Koss, Carol Lichtenberger, Hunter 
Linder, Mary Mahlum, Bernice Opland, Dawn Pierce & family, Amelia Pike, Larry 

Seekamp, Alma Sennes, Arlene 
Severson, Nancy Spangler, John 
Tracey, Russell Van Riper; our 
healthcare workers and all essential 
workers; our military men and 
women; family & neighbors of 
George Floyd; Jim & Lara Hines & 
family & friends of Jim & Lara’s 
brother-in-law Tim Bena; family & 
friends of Charlotte Sbraggia; and 
family & friends of Clair Murray. 
 

We also prayed for in June our 
home or nursing home bound 
members: Audrey Baker, Delores 
Wang, Eloise Thum, Grace 
Kastenschmidt, Ruby Knudson, 
Shirley Hoff, and Yvonne & Henry 
Meyer. 
 

If there is someone that should be 
added to the prayer list or taken off 
the list, please let the church office 
know. 

In Our Prayers 
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Mindoro Memorials: 
 
 

In Memory of Tim Bena to the Parsonage Fund from John & 
Cindy Tracey and David & Mary Kastenschmidt.   
 

In Memory of Charlotte Sbraggia to the Parsonage Fund from 
Ginny Wegner, Alice Baumer, Todd & Marie Baumer, Alyssa Baumer, Alec 
Baumer, David & Mary Kastenschmidt, and Mike & Karen Hauser. 
 
Mindoro Celebrations: 
 

In Celebration of Pastor Alyssa’s birthday to the Parsonage Fund. 
 

In Celebration of Dale & Betty Kirchner’s 64th Wedding Anniversary to the 
Parsonage Fund from Dale & Betty. 

Thank You 

 Thank you to Mark Femrite and Shari    
 Sjostraud for the monetary donation  
 given to the Lewis Valley Quilting Fund. 

From Bishop Arends  

LUTHERANS, STAY THE COURSE 
 

Posted on May 14, 2020 by Bishop Jim Arends 
 

Yesterday the Wisconsin Supreme Court made a ruling about 
the authority of a nonelected government official. Because of 
their ruling the existing Safer at Home order was no longer 
enforceable. That discussion is about laws and good order – it is not the discussion 
on this page. 
 

The Badger Bounce Back plan remains Wisconsin’s guide for encorporating our 
lives into the COVID-19 world. It provides a step by step process of reopening in 
light of progress made in fighting the disease. It is based on the federal plan. This 
process is supported by myself as the Bishop of the La Crosse Area Synod as well 
as the five other Wisconsin synod bishops who serve the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. And it is supported by the Wisconsin Council of Churches. 
 

I am thankful the BBB enables us as Christians to live out our calling to love God 
and to love our neighbors. 
 

For now, we keep our buildings closed to corporate worship. Unfortunately 
Lutheran services are filled with ways to spread a pandemic. Viruses are shared in 

Continued on Page 16 


