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Sugar Creek Bible Camp 

For more information, contact 
Sugar Creek at 608-734-3113 
or check their website at:    
www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org   

the vast majority of COVID-19 cases related to camps in 2020 were among staff 
members. Vaccinating a large percentage of summer staff will help keep camps even 
safer than they already are. 
4.     Proven safety record: Speaking of safety, camps are really good at this! Safety 
continues to be the top priority of summer camps, and they have used this strength to 
mitigate risks. Even among camps that operated in 2020, there were very few confirmed 
cases of COVID-19. Overnight camps had far fewer cases than day camps (ACA). 
Among Mainline Christian overnight camps, more than 90% operated COVID-free in 
2020, and most of those that had confirmed cases had 3 or fewer. Again, most of these 
were among camp staff. In 2020, very little was known about COVID-19. Now, there is 
a ton of research about how to effectively mitigate risk of exposure. With effective 
safety measures, the risk of transmission is so low among children that experts are 
forcefully advocating for a return to in-person school this winter. Camps already proved 
in 2020 that they could implement these measures. 
5.     People need camp: As a parent of two teenage boys, I thank the Living Lord that 
there will be camp this summer. We need it more than ever! Some children have been 
away from school since the middle of March. Others, like my children, have 
experienced the uncertainty of on-again, off-again in-person learning combined with a 
hybrid of virtual school. My kids have spent more time on electronic devices in the past 
ten months than at any other time in their lives. They seldom interact with their friends, 
except online. Parents across the country are desperate for camp, and they will sign up 
their children. As creative as some camps were in 2020 with things like virtual camp, 
there is simply no substitute for in-person overnight camp. 
 

Not every camp will be able to open this summer. Each has a context to consider and 
unique campers to protect, particularly those that serve campers with special needs. 
However, I fully expect that over three-quarters of camps will be open this summer. 
There will be masks at certain times. Registration and camper drop-off will look 
different. There will probably not be large group meals in the dining hall (something 
this advocate for decentralized camping LOVES!). But there will be games and 
campfires. Young people will conquer a fear, learn a new skill, meet new friends, and 
remember the joy of social interaction. They will spend time away from screened 
technology. They will learn about Jesus. 
 

Parents will sit back in contended bliss, not quite wanting the time to end, yet excited to 
hear the wacky stories and see smiles like they have not seen in over a year. 
 

Copied from:   https://sacredplaygrounds.com/2021/02/there-will-be-camp-5-reasons-
we-will-have-summer-camp-in-2021/ 
 

To check SCBC out and/or to sign up for camp, go to:  
http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/ or call 608-734-3113. 
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Pastor’s Page                      March 2021 

Beloved of God, 
 

It is crazy to think that we have been in a state 
of pandemic for a year now.  Last year at this 
time we began to make plans to shut our doors 
for a few weeks; with plans to be able to gather 
again for Easter, but alas this virus has proven 
way more deadly than many would have 
guessed.  We have lived through a year of fear, 
stress, and uncertainty.  We as the church have done everything 
we can to ensure the safety of all of our members and the safety 
of the community around us.   
 

Although the past year has been a challenging one in so many 
ways, we are still going strong.  We have adapted and changed 
our way of thinking about how we can worship in many ways.  
Despite all that has happened in the last year, there has not 
been a Sunday that has gone without worship services being 
offered.  A week has not passed where we have not lifted up our 
prayers for healing, hope, and thanksgiving to God the giver of 
all things.  A time has not passed where we have given up on 
reaching out to our community in need.  We raised our little food 
pantries to offer items to those in need, shared blankets with the 
Salvation Army and RSVP, sent letters to the VA, served a meal 
at the warming center, offered condolences and assistants to a 
neighbor in times of hardship.  You all continue to safely do 
God’s work in the world despite all of the changes and barriers 
that may have seemed to stand in your way this year.  We are 
resilient and we will get through this.  Many of our members are 
receiving their vaccines to better protect themselves and others.  
As the months go on, the number of vaccinated will only 
continue to grow and hopefully our county and region numbers 
of infected will continue to go down.  Together we can do this.  
We can stomp out the deadly spread of COVID-19 and return to 
worshiping inside our buildings; but I do not think that we will 
ever be able to call things normal again, for we have created too 
much good in this bad time.  My prayer is that all of the good you 
have fostered to stand alongside your neighbor will continue to 
spread and grow!  
 

Humbly in Christ, 
Pastor Alyssa Mitchell 

https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/research/campcounts-2020-report
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Your Congregations at worship 

Drive-In Worship is  
Returning 

 

Join us on March 14 and 
March 28 for 9:00am drive-in 

worship at Lewis Valley  
Lutheran Church!   

 

These services will also be 
broadcast LIVE on Lewis 
Valley’s Facebook page. 

Wednesday Lenten Services  
on our Facebook pages 

 

Holden Evening Prayer Service will be on 
Facebook and our website at 6:00pm  each 

Wednesday during Lent. 

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Services  
will be on our Facebook pages 

 

and our website at 6:00pm April 1, 2021, and April 2, 2021. 

Premade sealed individual Communion elements    
will be available at our Drive-In Worships.   
Try them; see what you think; let us know.   
If you prefer, you are still welcome to bring your own 
wafer and wine/juice.  

Pastor Mamy at Journey Lutheran, Onalaska, 
has accepted a call in Texas.  We are sharing 
our Facebook services with Journey 
Lutheran members.  Added with our 
services will be their prayers, birthdays, 
anniversaries, and announcements.   

There will be Easter Morning Drive-In Worship and  
Easter Morniing Facebook Worship 

Times are to be decided; 
watch the Announcements for updated information. 
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Community Outreach Opportunities 

Mobile Food Pantry 
 

The WAFER Mobile Food Pantry stops in front of the 
Mindoro Lutheran Church once a month from 12:30-
1:30pm.  If you or someone you know needs some extra 
food to make it through the month, please come to the 
Mobile Food Pantry.  Families from La Crosse and now 
Jackson and Monroe counties are invited.  Look for 
upcoming dates and times at   
https://waferlacrosse.org/mobile-pantry/ 
You can also contact WAFER at 608-782-6003. 

The Mobile Food 
Pantry will be 
here on Tues, 

March 23 from 
12:30-1:30pm. 

 

The Tomah Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center is 
asking for letters and cards for veterans restricted to 
the VA Community Living Center.  
 

They are in need of uplifting and positive messages,  
children's artwork, etc.  
 

In order to ensure each veteran receives a card or letter, 
 they need at least 200 each week.   
 

Address letters to:  Tomah VA Medical Center,  
ATTN: Mail Call (135), 500 East Veterans Street, Tomah, WI, 54660 
 

The veterans appreciate and deserve our thankfulness of them, all year round.  Please 
keep sending cards through the year.  If there is no holiday close by, you could send a 
thank you card, a thinking of you card, a message on notepaper... 

La Crosse Warming Center 2020-2021 Needs 
 

The Warming Center opens on November 1 for the winter months. 
 

*We appreciate your support given to the Warming Center and our guests! Below is 
our list of needs, however, please remember monetary donations are vital to keep our 

Warming Center open . 
 

Sugar, Cereal, Granola Bars, Breakfast Items To Go, Juice/Juice Mix, Ramen To Go 
Cups, Laundry Soap, Dish Soap, Shower Towels Gently Used or New, Toilet Paper, 
Paper Towels, Any Cleaning Products, Disposable Razors, Chapstick/Lip Balm, 
Deodorant, Shampoo 20 oz or Larger, Conditioner 20 oz or Larger, Body Wash 20 oz 
or Larger, Hair Brushes, New Underwear M/F, Long Johns Adult Sizes, Hand 
Warmers, Winterized Gloves, Duffle Bags/Book Bags, Men’s Work Boots Size 10 & 
Up, Men’s Clothing Size 2X or Larger 
 

Please drop off at Mindoro Lutheran between 9am-3pm, Monday-Friday. 

If you or someone you know has Food Insecurity 

please call the ADRC of La Crosse County at      

608-785-5700.  They will be able to set up a time & 

location to pick up or drop off meals. 
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Aluminum Can Collection 
Please save your aluminum cans and bring them to Lewis Valley.  Help the  Norden 
Cemetery Association raise some money.  Please either leave the bags of cans by the 
retaining wall or put them into the cemetery shed. 

La Crosse County Human Services is collecting pop 
tabs for Ronald McDonald House.  Just place in a 
Ziploc bag and bring to Mindoro Lutheran.  There 
is a box to put them in in the Narthex. 

Seemore 
 

 I heard that the parsonage is getting an updated kitchen.  The kitchen has been 
gutted and work has started on the plumbing and electric.  Pastor Alyssa & Jared 
have picked out a sink and faucet that was purchased with a Thrivent “Action Team” 
card.  Good thing it moving along quickly - Pastor & Jared’s baby will be here soon! 

 
 While the kitchen update is happening, Pastor Alyssa,& Jared and the puppy 

dogs are staying at David & Mary’s house.  It is great to have them so close to me.  I 
run across the street sometimes just to see what they are having; it gets to be pretty 
slim pickings here at the church.  Those puppy dogs though, they sure give me a 
fright - it seems that when I visit, there favorite game is “Catch Seemore”. 

 

 Mona Jolivette sent me a nice letter from Florida: ♥ 
So glad you are back home safe & sound. It was so much 
fun watching  you explore Fort Myers. I was surprised that 
you fell in love as you never mentioned you were secretly 
seeing someone. Let us know if there will be nuptials.  Hope 

to attend if after April.       ~Mona 

Seemore the Church Mouse 

Blankets are still Needed 
 

The Salvation Army Shelter in La Crosse is in great need of new and gently used 
blankets.  If you would like to donate, please drop them off at Mindoro Lutheran  
during office hours and Mona will make sure they are delivered to the Salvation 

Army Shelter quickly. 

 

Calendars are still needed at Riverside Nursing Home.   
 

If you have extra wall calendars, please bring them to Mindoro Lutheran during 
office hours and Mona will make sure they are delivered to Riverside. 
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Winter Book Club 
 Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times 

 

The UFFDA ministry team is continuing the conversation with the book 
Love is the Way: Holding onto Hope in Troubling Times, written by 
presiding Bishop Michael Curry of the Episcopal Church. 
 
Bishop Curry is spirited, hopeful, and full of joy while still 
acknowledging the injustices and divisiveness of our times.  
 

You are invited to the 3rd of 3 ZOOM discussions at 
11AM on Tuesday, March 9.  

Books can be purchased at your favorite book store.  
Please contact Pastor Alyssa if you plan to attend. 

Reaching Out 
 

If you are in 
need, please 
reach out!  
Please don’t 
hesitate to 
contact Pastor 
Alyssa to chat, for pastoral care, if you have 
ideas or needs.  Pastor Alyssa would love to 
hear from you. 

Faith+Full+Life 
 

On 3/23/21, at 6:30pm, Faith+Full+Life will meet on ZOOM.  
There will be a 10 minute video to watch together and discuss.  
The series we are using is from Pastor Adam Hamilton and it is 
called “Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain 
Times.”  There is no prep required.   
 

Simply show up for fellowship and a time of discussion 
where faith and real life meet.  Please let Pastor Alyssa or the 
church office know if you would like to participate.  We look 
forward to growing in faith with you! 

Your Congregations at work 
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In the Mindoro Lutheran Narthex, 
the Lewis Valley W-ELCA  has Fair Trade Coffee for Sale 

 

The cost is $9.00/bag, payable to LV W-ELCA.  There are both medium roast and 
decaffeinated.  By purchasing Fair Trade coffee, you are preserving the 
environment, helping small family farmers, promoting Fair Trade, and enjoying a 
delicious cup of coffee. 
 

There are also a few Fair Trade white chocolate, milk chocolate, and dark chocolate 
candy bars for $3.50/bar.   

Can’t Watch Worship on Facebook live? 
Watch Worship on our website when it is convenient.  Here’s how: 

 

Go to the church website:  https://www.mindorolewisvalleychurches.org/ 
 

At the top of the page, hover over or click on “Worship”. 
 

There will be a drop down with Full Service; click on Full Service  
 

Choose the service you would like to watch. 

Sidewalk Sacrament 
 

Would you like me to stop by your 
driveway? Snow?  Not a problem; we will 
still stay outside.  Please call me (or the 
church office) if you are interested in 
having me stop by for communion.                   
-Pastor Alyssa Mitchell 

Sunday School 
On Sundays, please look on the churches’ 

Facebook pages for virtual Sunday School.  

Your Congregations at work 

Direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31 
  

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have been designated 
Choice Dollars have until March 31, 2021, to direct them. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to let Thrivent know where your Choice 
Dollars should go.  Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn 
more and find program terms and conditions. Or call 800-847-
4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 
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Council Minutes continued 

Finance:  There was some discussion on the Scholarship Fund and looking at using 

it.  Guidelines will be drawn up for applying for the scholarship.  It was also 

suggested that we let parishioners know that they are able to donate to this fund if 

they would like. 
 

The Mission Fund was also discussed.  This is the remainder of the money that was 

paid by the insurance company when a rock was thrown through a window at the 

church.  It was suggested that we use this money, possibly for the parsonage 

remodel or using it for the areas we did not support this year due to our shortage of 

funds.  Pastor Alyssa said we should check back at the time this happened and see if 

there are any specific stipulations regarding use of this money.  It will be discussed 

at the next council meeting. 
 

Property:  Ronnie Moore has obtained an extension ladder that will be tall enough 

for changing the light bulbs at the church.  Pastor Alyssa also stated that some light 

bulbs are out in the balcony also.  Ronnie will purchase all of the lights needed and 

change them. 
 

Cindy thanked Tami and Rich Hutschenreuter, Marcus and Mitchell Berg, and 

David Kastenschmidt for keeping the sidewalks at church clean. 
 

Treasurer's Report:  There was discussion regarding a large bill for the elevator.  It is 

a five-year test that has to be done. It was also mentioned that as time goes on these 

repairs are going to be more expensive so maybe we need to start putting monies 

away for future repairs. 
 

There has been $370.02 donated to the parsonage remodel in the month of January. 
 

Rita Cox made a motion to approve the treasurer's report, seconded by Mary 

Kastenschmidt.  MMSP 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Kastenschmidt 

Secretary 

(Pending approval March meeting)  

I’d love to visit Holland,  
Wooden shoe? 

————————— 
For Sale:  Tic Tacs 
Mint Condition  

Everyone teased the snowman 
about his pointy nose, but 
fortunately he didn’t carrot all. 

————————— 
Why is it that your nose runs, 
but your feet smell? 

https://www.mindorolewisvalleychurches.org/
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Council Minutes continued 

President’s Report: Gary was absent.  Annual Meeting was held last Sunday.   
Countertops are here and being installed for the Communion Room.  Big thanks to the 
Andersons and Gary for organizing and completing the remodel.  Barb will talk to 
Cheryl Card to see if she would be interested in organizing help to get the Communion 
Room cleaned and the contents of cupboards put back.   
 
Team Reports –  
 

Finance:  No report.  Will meet in March. 
 

Property (Church):  Nothing to report. 
 
Other Business:  Lewis Valley Constitution needs review to ensure that it is in 
alignment with Synod language requirements.  Karen Knudson will review the 
Constitution and work with a couple other members and Mona to make needed updates.  
The Constitution will then need to be approved at the Annual Meeting next year. 
 

It was brought to our attention that Council members can only hold an office for two 
consecutive terms.  Becky made motion for Sharon Pfaff to be President, Gary 
Wortman to be Vice President, and Becky Whalen to be Secretary.  Nick seconded; 
MMSP. 
 

Communion Servers:  None needed at this time. 
 

Adjourn:   Jenna moved, Bill seconded; MMSP. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Becky Whalen, Secretary 
 

(pending approval at the March meeting) 

Mindoro Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting via Zoom 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
 

Present:  Cindy Tracey, Pastor Alyssa, Jodi Anderson, John McRae, Ronnie Moore, 

Rita Cox, Debbie Salek, and Mary Kastenschmidt     Absent:  Debbie Peterson, Rick 

Dobbs, and Sandy Stetzer 
 

Agenda:  Mary Kastenschmidt made a motion to approve the agenda as written, 

seconded by Ronnie Moore.  MMSP 
 

Secretary's Report:  Rita Cox made a motion to approve the minutes as written with 

the exception that Sandy Stetzer was at the January meeting, seconded by John 

McRae.  MMSP 
 

President's Report:  Cindy Tracey had no additional information for the council 

since we met in January for the annual meeting. 
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Pictures from and of our Members 

Left:  Mona caught the snow shoveler!  
Thank you for shoveling the walk at 

Mindoro Lutheran.  You and the 
Hutschenreuters & Bergs keep Mona’s 
feet from getting wet in her flip-flops.   

Top Right: Our neighbors at Mindoro 
Presbyterian - snowcapped with the 
beautiful blue sky as the backdrop.   
(It was -7⁰ too, but that doesn’t 

need to be mentioned.)    
Middle & Bottom Right:  Lewis 

Valley’s communion room has been 
updated with new paint, flooring, and 
cabinets; ready for when church is 

back in-building. 
Below:  The Christmas tree at 

Mindoro Lutheran is was all 
decorated for Valentine’s Day. 
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Your Congregations at work 

Little Food Pantries 

Signs have been placed on the food pantries to let people know that there are 
other pantry items, that would freeze in winter weather, inside at Mindoro 
Lutheran and that they are welcome to come in during office hours to get 
needed items.  If you or someone you know is in need of food or hygiene 
supplies, please know that the pantries are stocked.  And, that they are Little 
Food Pantries, not Little Libraries. 

 

We are the church!   
 

Send pictures and/or let us know how you’ve 
been attending church and being the church.   
Are you watching worship and prayers on Facebook?  
Send  a picture of you watching worship on 
Facebook.  Are you calling or sending cards/notes to 
those staying at home?  Send a picture of you by your mailbox.  Are you 
helping others by picking up their groceries and medications?  Send a picture 
of you with the items in your car.  Are you making masks?  Send a picture of 

you at the sewing machine.  Are you wearing a 
mask when you are social distancing from others?  
Send a picture of you with your mask on. Are you 
washing your hands often?  Send a picture of you 
washing your hands.  Other things you are doing?  
Send in a picture and tell us your story.   
Send pictures; send pictures; send pictures. 
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Council Minutes continued 

drive-in services, Palm Sunday, and Easter Sunday.  Pastor and the Worship Team will 
meet and then publicize where/how services will be held.  
In-person worship will be discussed at the March meeting. 
Pastor Mamy at Journey Lutheran, Onalaska, has accepted a call in Texas; his last 
Sunday at Journey will be February 14, 2021. Pastor Alyssa will then be sharing our 
Facebook services with Journey Lutheran members; added with ours at services will be 
their prayers, birthdays, anniversaries, and announcements.   
Premade sealed individual Communion elements were discussed. A motion was made 
by Barb Anderson, seconded by Sharon Pfaff, and passed to order 100 sets to be tried at 
our first March drive-in service. 
Holmen Lutheran has volunteered to share their 9:00am Facebook Sunday services with 
us while Pastor Alyssa is on maternity leave.  Pastor Matt Toso at Holmen Lutheran 
will be on call for pastoral care needs. Lay-led services and Pulpit supply pastors may 
also be options.  
The Mindoro Lutheran AV Team will be meeting with Pastor Alyssa to learn how to 
use the AV system to include virtual services.  
 
Other Joint Business 
 

Discussion was started about the Joint Youth Organization Fund and giving 
scholarships from it.  Pastor Alyssa and the Finance Team will look into setting up 
scholarship applications for this.  The council will discuss further at a future meeting. 
 

Installation of 2021 church council members will be February 21, 2021, via Zoom.  It 
will then be posted on Facebook and our website for all to watch. 
 

Church Constitutions are in need of an update.  This will be looked into. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm with a prayer by Pastor Alyssa and the Lord’s 
Prayer.    
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mona Van Riper, Parish Administrative Assistant 
 

(pending approval at the March meeting) 

Lewis Valley Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes 
February 9, 2021 

 
In Attendance:  Jenna Euler, Sharon Pfaff, Nick Sinotte, Bill Knutson, Barb Anderson, 
Becky Whalen    Absent:  Gary Wortman 
 

Vice President Sharon Pfaff called the meeting to order. 
 

Agenda Approval:   Nick moved to approve, Jenna seconded; MMSP. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  Jenna moved to approve, Bill seconded; MMSP. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Becky moved to approve, Barb seconded; MMSP.  Financials 
looking good so far this year.   
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Council Minutes 

JOINT COUNCIL MEETING  
MINDORO AND LEWIS VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCHES 

February 9, 2021, via Zoom 
 

In Attendance:  Pastor Alyssa, Jodi Anderson, Barb Anderson, Rita Cox, Jenna Euler,  
Mary Kastenschmidt, Bill Knutson, John McRae, Ron Moore, Sharon Pfaff, Debbie 
Salek, Nick Sinotte, Cindy Tracey, Becky Whalen 
Absent: Rick Dobbs, Debbie Peterson, Sandy Stetzer, Gary Wortman 

 

Called to order by Cindy Tracey at 6:32pm 
 

Devotions by Pastor Alyssa 
 

Approval of Agenda:  John McRae made motion with the addition to the agenda items 
under worship of online/drive-in worship, in-person worship, Journey Lutheran, 
communion elements, and pulpit supply during maternity leave; Bill seconded; MMSP  
 

Approval of Minutes:  John McRae made motion; Becky Whalen seconded; MMSP 
 

Pastor’s Report:  There were no baptisms, weddings, or funerals in January.        
Pastor Alyssa mentioned their coming baby and what it means for the congregations. 

 
TEAM REPORTS 

 

Education – Pastor Alyssa reported that confirmation class is on Zoom. Students are 
attending but it is getting harder to engage the class.  The confirmation students will 
participate in Lent instead of having class.  Pastor has been talking with parents on a 
possible Confirmation date.    
 

Outreach – Mary Kastenschmidt reported that Valentine cards have been sent out; one 
crisis card was sent in January; and a meal was taken to the Warming Center on  
February 3, 2021, with the next one in April.   
 

Property (Parsonage) – Pastor reported that the flooring is here and the cabinets will be 
here the week of February 23, 2021.  Pastor and Jared will be shopping for a sink and 
faucet with Thrivent Action Team money.   
The Property Team will be contacted by Pastor Alyssa if Marty Becker, the contractor, 
has any questions while doing the work.   
The parsonage furnace went out and was repaired on January 17, 2021.  A motion was 
made by Becky Whalen, seconded by John McRae, and passed to pay repair bill of 
$475.53 from the Parsonage Fund’s $2,500 – the money that was kept in the Parsonage 
Fund for emergencies and will not be used for the kitchen update.  
The furnace is 32 years old; the A/C is not as old.  A new furnace will be needed as 
parts are no longer attainable for this furnace. The Parsonage Team will get bids for a 
furnace with an A/C and a furnace without an A/C.  A concern is how to come up with 
the money to pay for it.  There will be more discussion at the March meeting. 
 

Staff Support – Pastor reported that a team is being formed; they will then be looking 
over contracts.  

 

Stewardship – no report 
 

Worship – Sunday worship will continue on Facebook.  There was discussion about 
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Councils meet Tuesday, March 9, 2021 
6:30pm Joint Council  

Mindoro & Lewis Valley immediately following Joint 
Council Members - watch your emails for location. 

COMMITTEES/TEAMS AT LEWIS VALLEY AND MINDORO 
 

Church Councils:  LV - President Sharon Pfaff, VP Gary Wortman, Secretary 
Becky Whalen, Barb Anderson, Jenna Euler, Bill Knutson, Nick Sinotte;  MLC -  
President Cindy Tracey, VP Ron Moore, Secretary Mary Kastenschmidt, Rita 
Cox, Rick Dobbs, John McRae, Debbie Peterson, Debbie Salek, Sandy Stetzer 
 

Education:  Heather Young, Nikki Christopherson, Lara Hines, Rita Holley, 
Beth McRae, Betty Pfaff  
 

Finance:  MLC: Jodi Anderson, Heather Koss, John McRae, Cindy Roberts, 
Cindy Tracey; LV: Jodi Anderson, Karen Knutson, Becky Whalen, one LV 
member needed 
 

Parsonage:  Barb Anderson, Ron Moore, Kay Pfaff, Rich Sinclair, Steve 
Timm, Gary Wortman 
 

Property:  MLC: Ron Moore, Mark Roberts, Rich Sinclair; LV: Barb 
Anderson, Steve Timm, Gary Wortman 
 

Staff Support:  Alice Baumer, Cindy Roberts, Mary Sinclair, Carol Taylor, 
two LV members needed 
 

Stewardship:  Rita Cox, Jim Hines, Debbie Peterson, LV members needed 
 

Worship:  Barb Anderson, Ivy Endris, Debbie Peterson, Sharon Pfaff, Ginny 
Wegner, one MLC member needed 

Please let the church office know if you have a  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, CHANGE OF PHONE NUMBER AND/OR CHANGE 

OF E-MAIL ADDRESS.   

Church Member Hospital Visits 
 

If you or a family member are in the 
hospital, please let Pastor Alyssa or the 
church office know.  We can no longer 
call to find out who is in the hospitals 
and the chaplains aren’t calling to let us 
know.  Pastor Alyssa will do a phone 
call visit or a virtual visit. 
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Save the Date 
 

Baby Shower 

Sunday, April 11, 

2021 

immediately after the 

9am Drive-In Worship 

at Lewis Valley 

All are invited! 
 

Bring your lawn chair; 

wear a mask; social 

distance; pray for 

beautiful dry weather;  

celebrate with Pastor 

Alyssa & Jared! 

Things to know about the registries: 
They are purely suggestions.  
 
We are really comfortable with used 
clothes and things because babies grow 
so fast and used is cheaper.   
 
We are considering doing cloth 
diapering which again can be quite 
expensive new, so used is an option for 
us. 

                          
 
https://www.amazon.com/baby-
reg/3C9JSWQUZZPY1 
 
https://www.babylist.com/jzdjkztvq 
 
http://www.target.com/gift-registry/
giftgiver?
registryId=0f18a203e638419b8bf9fda09
53f778e 

Ideas from the online/in-store registries: 
 

Crib Sheets Driver’s Baby Mirror 
Fitted Crib Mattress Pad Bouncer 
Rubber Ducky Stroller Fan 
Onesies and Sleepers Baby Carrier 
Burp Cloths Car Seat Covers 
10x10 Letterboard Set Pack ‘n Play 
Reusable Nursing Pads Pants Socks 
Cloth Diapers Wearable Blanket 
Baby Wipes Swaddles 
Gift Cards Baby Tub 
Hooded Towels Backpack Diaper Bag 
Babysitting Certificates 
Home-Cooked Meals Certificates 
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God’s Word Each Week 
You are encouraged to read the Bible each week.   

Below are the Sunday readings for this month. 
Set aside personal or family time to read each week. 

03/07 Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

03/14 Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3,17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

03/21 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; 
John 12:20-33 

03/28 
Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16;  
Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1—15:47 

 
Lewis Valley Memorials 
 

In Memory of Joyce Sunday to the Lewis Valley Quilting Group from 
Ardelle Adamson & Larry Green and Kohl & Jessie Adamson. 
 
Mindoro Memorials: 
 

In Memory of Janet Stetzer to the Parsonage Fund from David & Mary Kastenschmidt.    
 

In Memory of Trisha Bauer to the Parsonage Fund from Cindy Tracey and Ginny 
Wegner. 

Thank You 

Thank you Olympia and Eva Osgood! 
 

Olympia and Eva were busy making pretty 
Valentine’s for the Tomah VA Medical Center.  They 
used the materials that Cindy Thompson, at Cindy’s 
Bar & Grill, supplied.  Cindy then put the Valentine 
hearts in cards and sent them to the VA.  Thank you 
Cindy for all you do for Mindoro Lutheran, the 
Mindoro area, and for all of our neighbors.  
 
Mona also heard that Olympia and Eva are “snow 

angels” to Sandra Skoy.  ♥ 

The Quilting Women at Lewis Valley just delivered  
20 quilts to RSVP in La Crosse.   

 

Their new goal is to make 20 quilts a month to give to those in need. 
Thank you Jean Gabrielson, Ruth Hoff, and JoAnn Nelson for quilting for Lewis 
Valley.  Also, thank you Ardelle Adamson, who joins the Lewis Valley women 
with all of her time, talents, and materials, to make the beautiful quilts. 

https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/3C9JSWQUZZPY1
https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/3C9JSWQUZZPY1
https://www.babylist.com/jzdjkztvq
http://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=0f18a203e638419b8bf9fda0953f778e
http://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=0f18a203e638419b8bf9fda0953f778e
http://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=0f18a203e638419b8bf9fda0953f778e
http://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=0f18a203e638419b8bf9fda0953f778e
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PO Box 167, Mindoro WI  54644 
 

Please use the PO Box when sending correspondence to either church.  This 
will insure that the mail will be delivered directly to the church and will 
arrive in a timely manner.  The mail box at Lewis Valley’s physical address 
is usually only picked up on Fridays, allowing the weather and possibly 
others to get to it first. There is no mailbox outside of Mindoro Lutheran. 

Prayed for in February:  Mary Kastenshmidt’s sister Sharon Ash; 
Cindy Adamson; Cathy Gabrielson’s sister & brother-in-law Karla & Gene 
Amann & family, Gloria Beaser’s friend’s daughter Sherri who has 
COVID-19; Barb Seidel’s friend Bill Borchert; Pastor Alyssa’s friend Emily Durrance 
who has Shingles; Dale & Betty Kirchner’s grandson-in-law Garrett Earley as he heals 
from his surgeries and Shingles; Lori Ernstes as she heals from a stroke; Jeff Euler; 
Juan Garcia; Pastor Alyssa’s grandma Darlene; Troy Goodenough; Mona Jolivette’s 
daughter Lori Hudson; Ron & Mary Phillip’s great-grandson Rashad Isola; Jennifer 
Krueger; Mary Kastenschmidt; Bill & Rita Cox’s grand-nephew Gage Leis; Henry & 
Sharon Ash’s niece Carol Lichtenberger; Hunter Linder; Diana Mikkelson; Wendell & 
Sharon Pfaff’s friend Mitch Munkwitz; Bernice Opland; Shirley Olson’s daughter 
Cheryl Osley; Pat Paisley; John & Dawn Pierce & family; Melinda Van Riper’s friend 
Amelia Pike; Deb Schaefer; Larry Seekamp; Nancy Spangler; Chuck Timm; Russell 
Van Riper; Gary Wortman as he recovers from complications after hip surgery; our 
healthcare workers and all essential workers; our military men and women; Stan & 
Sandy Stetzer & Family & Friends of their daughter Trisha Bauer who passed away 
from a brain aneurysm; Family & Friends of Sarah Quall;  

We also prayed for in February our home and nursing home bound 
members: Alma Sennes; Arlene Severson; Audrey Baker, Eloise Thum, Grace 
Kastenschmidt, Ray Beaser, Ruby Knudson, Shirley Hoff, and Yvonne & Henry 
Meyer. 
 

If there is someone that should be added to the prayer list or taken off the list, please 
let the church office know. 

In Our Prayers 

Thanks to everyone for all the prayers, concern, and love for 

our daughter, sister, and aunt Trisha Bauer during her 

time in the hospital and her passing away. 

If she knew all of this, she would be amazed.  Thanks to 

Pastor Alyssa for the prayers and the phone service for 

Trisha; it was what we needed. 

 

Thanks again,  

Sandy, Stan, Bryan, Aaron (Anne) and Adam Stetzer 
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Poem written by Rita Cox, Stewardship Team member at Mindoro Lutheran. 
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Lewis Valley Worship 

Mission Statement:  Lewis Valley Lutheran Church is committed 
to reaching toward God and each other, to grow in faith, fellowship 
and love.  We offer opportunities for the community to experience 
the grace of God and respond in Christian commitment. 

February Financial Giving through 02/21/2021 
  

Sunday Envelope Offering ................................................................. $1,365.00 

Sunday Loose Offering ............................................................................. $0.00 

Electronic Giving ................................................................................ $1,345.00 

Pay Pal Giving ...................................................................................... $640.00 

Total Giving ........................................................................................ $3,350.00 

Lewis Valley Lutheran                                
Income & Expenses for January 

January Income: $7,410.99 

January Expenses: $4,505.77 

*of 150 active, confirmed members 

 

 

Mindoro Worship 

Mission Statement:  Mindoro Lutheran Church is committed to 
reaching toward God and to each other, to grow together in faith, 
fellowship and love. 

February Financial Giving through 02/21/2021 
 

Sunday Envelope Offering ................................................................. $1,445.00 

Electronic Giving ................................................................................ $3,325.00 

Pay Pal Giving ...................................................................................... $110.00 

Total Giving ........................................................................................ $4,880.00 

Mindoro Lutheran                                
Income & Expenses for January 

January Income: $6,371.01 

January Expenses: $9,884.17 

*of 235 active, confirmed members 
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There WILL be Camp!  
5 Reasons we will have summer camp in 2021 

 

 by Dr. Jake Sorenson      Feb 1, 2021   
 

2020 was a disastrous year for summer camp. The COVID-19 
pandemic forced the closure of schools, day care centers, and 
numerous small businesses. Parents were not only at their wit’s 
end trying to find childcare and facilitate at-home learning, they 
also desperately wanted positive social experiences for their 
children. Even during the worst part of the pandemic’s first wave in mid-April, more 
than two-thirds of past camper parents said they would send their children to camp that 
summer, if possible (read more). 
Unfortunately, a large majority of camps were forced to close. Millions of campers and 
thousands of staff missed out on summer camp. Considering just Christian camps 
affiliated with Mainline denominations, three-quarters were forced to cancel their 
regular summer programs. (It was even worse in Canada, with over 90% canceling.) 
Half of all year-round camp staff were furloughed, laid off, or took a salary cut. More 
than 350,000 campers missed out on camp at these Mainline camps, and they lost a 
combined total of more than $260 million in revenue from canceled camps and retreats 
(these findings are from a recent survey of camp directors affiliated with Outdoor 
Ministries Connection). 
But camp will be back in 2021. 
There is still so much uncertainty about the pandemic, and things feel pretty desperate 
here at the peak of the second wave. Some directors have already made the incredibly 
difficult decision to cancel summer camp or drastically cut programs. But I remain 
optimistic for 5 key reasons:  

1. Vaccines: It seems like every time I turn on the news, they are talking about 

logistical challenges, slow vaccine roll-out, and new virus strains. 
Relax, and look at the numbers. The two most widely available 
vaccines are more than 90% effective against the virus, and they 
remain effect against new strains. Vaccination has been ramping 
up, and the United States is now administering around 1.5 million 

doses every day. Even if we pessimistically predict that the rate will not increase 
(though it almost certainly will), simple math tells us that more than 100 million 
Americans will be fully vaccinated (2 doses) by June 1, with another 15-20 million 
having the first dose. That is half of the adult population. We will not be at herd 
immunity, but widespread vaccination will contribute to a sharp decrease in infections. 
With vaccination ramping up and new vaccines coming to market, it is plausible we 
will reach herd immunity by the end of the summer or early fall. 
2.     Infections going down: New COVID-19 infections have been steadily declining 
for over two weeks (check out the CDC numbers). With the numbers of vaccinations 
increasing, infections will continue to decline. New highly infectious variants may 
slow the decline, but they will not stop it. We will also see seasonal effects. Just like 
last year, there will be fewer infections during the summer months because of the 
warmer, more humid weather and more time spent outdoors. 
3.     Camp staff are essential workers: The CDC has included summer camp staff in 
its list of essential workers (check it out!). This means that they will be eligible to 
receive the vaccine in most states in the coming weeks. According to new ACA data, 

Continued on page 24 

https://sacredplaygrounds.com/2020/04/finding-direction-data-for-camps-in-the-midst-of-a-pandemic/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/essential-workers.html
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/research/campcounts-2020-report
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Dear Lewis Valley W-ELCA, 
Thank you for all you do for us! Our thoughts & prayers are with you & your 
congregation!   
Many Blessings, Christina and our La Crosse Salvation Army Family 

Lewis Valley -  
Thank you very much for your support of Coulee Region RSVP. 
We are grateful for your generosity throughout the year. 
Thank you for the beautiful quilts and for making a difference in the 
community. 
Gratefully - Heather Gilles, Executive Director, Coulee Region RSVP 

Mindoro Lutheran Church, 
Thank you.  We would no have been able to continue this 

past year without your support. 
Family & Children’s Center, La Crosse 

Dear Mindoro W-ELCA, 

Thank you for the gift of money given on 12/09/2020.  Your gift has the power to 

help so many who are in need.   

Major Jeffery Richardson, Corps Officer - La Crosse, The Salvation Army 

Dear Mindoro W-ELCA, 
 

Thank you for the Christmas gift.  I love 
being an organist.  
 

~Sharon Pfaff 

Women of the ELCA 

What is your COVID-19 caption for the cartoon below? 
 

Let Mona know what your COVID-19 caption would be for this and she will put the 
captions in the April newsletter.  
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Wedding Anniversaries 

Mar 3 Juan Garcia & Jackie Seidel-Garcia 
20 years 

Mar 4 Paul & Dawn Hoff 

Mar 14 Stanley & Sandy Stetzer  40 years 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

Mar 1 Bailey Hines 

Mar 2 Joanne Mashak 
Faith Storandt 

Mar 3 Lexi Young 

Mar 7 Dorothy Christianson 
Anthony Berg 

Mar 9 Linda Knudtson 
Kory Anderson 
Benjamin Puent 

Mar 10 Jesse Wanie 

Mar 12 Scott Bockenhauer 
Jonas Weindorfer 
Macey Hines 

Mar 13 Luke Anderson 
Darcy Sawyer 

Mar 16 David Pfaff 
Drew Knutson 
Sapphire Osley 
Ashlyn Sawyer 

Mar 18 Karen Knutson 
Melissa Bryhn 
Emma Severson 
Edrik Jostad 

Mar 20 Daisy Raymer 
Jessica Kovacevich 
Brianna Kovacevich 

Mar 21 Harper Tracey 

Mar 23 James Freng 
Cody Glennie 

Mar 24 Curt Krause 
Alexandra Krause 

Mar 25 Eric Fonstad 
Amanda Christianson 

Mar 28 Karen Hanson 

Mar 29 Janice Clott 
Shay Oefstedahl 
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Happy Birthday!! 
Mar 1 Jeff Salek 

Juan Garcia 
Darcy Sawyer 
Nathan Paisley - 15 

Mar 2 Mike Sullivan 

Mar 3 Ali Cunningham 
Carson Koss - 16 

Mar 6 Sharon Hein 
Mathias Marco 
Jacob Loken 
Peyton Brown - 17 

Mar 7 Carol Paisley 
Henry Kraudy - 10 

Mar 8 Dennis Anderson 
Janelle Kraudy 

Mar 10 Ryan Oefstedahl 

Mar 11 Ruth Schwabenbauer 
Lincoln Hanson - 2 

Mar 12 Edris Storandt 

Mar 13 Beverly Mahlum 
Landon Oefstedahl - 11 
Elizabeth Sawyer - 10 

Mar 15 Mary Stetzer 
Emily Young - 7 

Mar 17 Jason Tracey 

Mar 18 Arlene Severson  

Mar 19 Dale Kirchner 
Mary Sinclair 
Khloe Spors 

Mar 23 Steve Timm 
Jason Young 
Kati Pfaff 

Mar 24 Leon Pfaff 
Kay Brown 

Mar 25 Marley Dobbs - 10 

Mar 26 Tyler Gerdes 
Aliyana Cruz-Pfaff - 5 

Mar 27 Marlane Anderson 
Natali Cruz-Pfaff - 13 

Mar 28 Luis Cruz-Pfaff - 15 

Mar 29 Mitchell Berg - 15 

Bolded 
names are 
members 
celebrating 
an 80th 
Birthday 
or above.  
Let’s 
shower 
them with birthday cards on 
their special day. 

In Memoriam 

Mar 2 David Hoff 

Mar 3 Arlan Pfaff 

Mar 9 Phyllis Timm 

Mar 11 Frederick Johnson 

Mar 14 Esther Odegaard 

Mar 21 Harold Danielson 

Please let  the church office know if a 
name or date is incorrect or if 
someone needs to be added.  The 
information is from the church records 
and all records are not complete. 


