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The 2025 Sugar Creek Summer 
Camp brochure is here! 

 
It is full of outdoor adventures 

for K-12 and families. 
 

Pick a copy up in the Narthex at 
either church. 

On Sunday, 04/13.2025, 

Deacon Stephanie Engel, the 

Program Director at Sugar Creek 

will be at Mindoro & Lewis Valley 

to talk with us about camp. 

 

     1

P ô  P A  2025 

Recently our Gospel lesson at worship was 
Luke 13:6-9 ñThen Jesus told this parable:  ñA 
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 
he came looking for fruit on it and found 
none. So he said to the man working the 
vineyard, óSee here! For three years I have 
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I 
find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 
wasting the soil?ô  He replied, óSir, let it alone 
for one more year, until I dig around it and put 
manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good, but if not, you can cut it down.ô ò 
 

During the childrenôs message I planted some seeds in soil and asked the 
kids what else the seeds would need to grow. At both churches, the kids 
said ñwaterò and ñsunlight.ò So we got the seeds watered and made sure 
they had sunlight. Like the person who owned the fig tree in our gospel 
reading, I looked at the seeds that were not immediately growing and 
suggested we throw them away. The kids were totally clear: we should 
not throw them away, we just needed to be patient! One kid at Lewis 
Valley said it would take ñdays and days and hours and hoursò for the 
seeds to grow.  
 

Iôm sure all these kids who came up for the childrenôs message that day 
have their own struggles with being patient in their daily lives (donôt we 
all?), but I found it so powerful that when I pretended to be ready to 
throw out the seeds because I didnôt immediately see the seeds growing: 
the kids threw up their hands in a ñstopò motion and told me to wait: that 
it takes time for them to grow. 
 

The kids have it right: growth takes time, it takes patience, it takes care. 
Like the water and sunlight seeds need to grow, like the manure that the 
gardener in the reading from Luke put on the fig tree ï we need care to 
grow too. God calls us, in our journeys of faith and life, to be ones who 
grow to bear good fruit, the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. God is 
always at work within and around us: tenderly caring for us with 
generous love and grace so that we can continue to grow as followers of 
Jesus and bear good fruit. 
 

- Pastor Emma 
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A Note on Offering - All monetary offering given by members 
electronically, given by check, and given in an envelope with your name 
on it (with cash or check inside) is tracked and you will see it on your 
giving statement. If you are a member and you put cash in the offering 
plate and it is not in an envelope, it will not be tracked as a part of your 
giving. It is always helpful to the counters if you put your check or cash 
in either your offering envelope or a general envelope with your name on 
it. Envelopes are available in the pews or the Narthex. All giving is 
welcome and appreciated, we just wanted to make sure that all members 
know that any cash given in the offering plate that is not in an envelope is 
considered loose offering. 

A   F    :  
 

Facebook has announced that they will be automatically deleting any 
livestream recordings that are more than 30 days old. Due to this change 
in Facebook policy, we anticipate this change going into effect by mid-
April, so the only worship livestream recordings on our Facebook pages 
will be those within the last 30 days. Our worship services at both 
Mindoro & Lewis Valley will continue to be livestreamed on Sundays 
and the videos will be available for 30 days. 

The 2025 La Crosse Area Synod Assembly will take place in Westby 
on Friday 6/6 in the evening and most of the day Saturday 6/7 and it 
will conclude with worship at Riverside Park in La Crosse on 

Sunday 6/9. Mindoro needs one more voting member. Are you 
interested in being a voting member at synod assembly? There is no cost 
(other than mileage) to you and no experience is needed. Please let Mona 
or Pastor know as soon as possible. Cindy Thompson is one voting 
member from Mindoro Lutheran and Sharon Pfaff and Mona Van Riper 
are Lewis Valley's voting members.  

Congregation voting members need to be registered soon so they can 
attend the April 6 pre-assembly Caucus meeting. 

Please save your plastic bottle caps and bring the cleaned caps 
to church before or on Sunday, 04/06/2025, in preparation for the 
La Crosse Area Synod Assembly: Climate Edition that will be in 
June. These caps will be used to create a 
mural for the event.  
 

There is a basket in the Narthex at each 
church to collect the caps. 
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Our Noisy Offering on April 20, 2025, will go to  
Lutheran Disaster Response for aid in the recent California wildfires.  

   

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR), through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), is actively supporting communities affected by the recent California 
wildfires, coordinating with local synods and partners to assess needs and provide 
immediate and ongoing assistance. Here's a more detailed breakdown: 
 

Coordination and Response: 
LDR is working with the Southwest California Synod, Pacifica Synod, and other 
partners to assess the needs of people impacted by the wildfires and provide for 
immediate needs and recovery.  
 

Impact: 
LDR is committed to accompanying recovering communities for months and years to 
come.  
 

How to Help: 
P : Pray for communities in California impacted by the wildfires.  
May God's healing presence bring them peace and hope in their time of need and give 
strength to those working diligently to contain the fires and care for affected 
communities. 
 

G : Donate to Lutheran Disaster Response to support wildfire relief efforts.  
 

Donate at our Noisy Offering on 04/20/2025. 
 

Online: ELCA.org/wildfires  
 

Call: 800-638-3522  
 

Mail Checks:  Lutheran Disaster Response 
                        P.O. Box 1809 
               Merrifield, VA 22116-8009  
 

Lutheran Disaster Response Mission: 
Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing, and renewal with people 
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters.  

Childrenõs Messages in March. 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response
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All are invited to the MINDORO LEGION POST #507  
SPRING HAM PARTY! 

 

Saturday, 04/12/2025, starting at 5:00pm 
at Cindyôs Bar & Grill in downtown Mindoro 

 

Food being served from 5:00pm until gone.  $12 for Charcoal 
Chicken, Cheesy Potatoes, Calico Beans, a Bun, and a Dessert. 

 

Carry-outs available. 
 

Ham Raffle begins at 6:00pm. 

 

Come support your Legion! 

LuMin invites you to an exciting new worship series this 
spring, "LuMin Community Worship: The Becoming."  
 

LuMin's mission is to bring together strangers to become 
friends, calling for opportunities for worship in which ALL 
belong and ALL are welcome.  We are excited to offer an 
opportunity for intergenerational worship, where we bring 
together parts of the community as a whole. University students 
and staff together with congregation members, community 
leaders and most importantly YOU, is where we, together, make 
a WHOLE community. 

 

Each Sunday will include a time for worship together and the sharing of a meal. In order 
to prepare for each Sunday, please let Pastor Emma or Mona so they can sign you up.  
Come to as many Sundays as your schedule allows. No two Sundays will look the 
same.  
 

Dates for your Calendar: 5pm on 4/13 and 5/4. 

MELROSE-MINDORO HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA 
PRESENTS 

EMMA - A POP MUSICAL 
by Eric Price 

 

Friday, 04/04/2025 at 7:00pm and  
Saturday, 04/05/2025, at 2:00pm and 7:00pm  

at the Mel-Min Campus 
 

Adults $6       Students $4 
 

50/50 R       
G  F . 

 

Flowers for Sale - Treat you favorite performer 
 

NHS Bake Sale at Intermission 
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COMMITTEES/TEAMS AT LEWIS VALLEY & MINDORO 

 

C  C :  LV - President Jenna Euler, VP Dave Whalen, Secretary Karen 
Knutson, Jane Brockway, Jason Knipe, Brenda Severson, Wendy Trautsch; 
MLC -  President Daina Dobbs, VP Cindy Thompson, Secretary Kim Bennett, Shari 
Bockenhauer, Mary Kastenschmidt, Beth McRae, Betty Pfaff, Sandy Stetzer, Nick 
Yanske 
 

E :  Chairperson Kim Schlifer, Nikki Christopherson, Lara Hines, Rita 
Holley, Jason Knipe, Betty Pfaff 
 

F :  LV - Jodi Anderson, Jason Knipe, Karen Knutson, Wendy Trautsch, Becky 
Whalen;  MLC -  Jodi Anderson, Rick Dobbs, Heather Koss, Sandy Stetzer, Faith 
Storandt;  Chairpersons? 
 

N :  Chairperson Alice Baumer, Dorothy Christianson, Karen Hanson, 
Samantha Sinotte, Mary Kastenschmidt (sub) 
 

P :  Chairperson Barb Anderson, Rich Anderson, Jim Hines, Kay Pfaff, 
Rich Sinclair, Steve Timm 
 

P :  MLC: Chairperson David Kastenschmidt, Charlie Glennie, Rich Sinclair; 
LV: Chairperson Barb Anderson, John Endris, Steve Timm 
 

Q :  LV - Chairperson JoAnn Nelson, Ardelle Adamson, Cathy Gabrielson; 
Ruth Hoff;  MLC - Chairpersons Alice Baumer and Karen Hauser, Beth McRae, 
Cindy Thompson; ALL are welcome to join!  
 

S  S :  Chairperson Mary Kastenschmidt, Alice Baumer, Jenna Euler, 
Jason Knipe, Mary Sinclair, Carol Taylor 
 

S :  Chairperson Jim Hines, Daina Dobbs, Jason Knipe, Debbie Peterson, 
TWO Lewis Valley members needed 
 

W :  Chairperson Sharon Pfaff, Barb Anderson, Ivy Endris, Debbie Peterson, 
Sonja Steele, Cindy Thompson, Ginny Wegner; ONE Mindoro member needed   

 Men's Breakfast 
  

Join us at Top Dawgȴs,  
Downtown Mindoro 

  

Monday, April 7, 2025, 8:00am 

Rebekah Circle meets on Friday, 04/25/2025,  
at Mindoro Lutheran. 

C   M , A  14, 2025  L  V . 
J  C    6:30 . 

I  C     J . 
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Coffee Fellowship Volunteers Needed at  
Mindoro Lutheran 

 

If you would like to volunteer, there is a clipboard with a sign up sheet in 
the Narthex - or call Mona in the church office, 608-857-3474. 

 

Volunteers are needed for April 13 & 27. 

Thank you for the kind messages in cards and even gifts 
I received for Staff Recognition Sunday.  
 

~ Sharon Pfaff 

P  A  : 
 

I am doing very well. No residual signs of cancer, I have a few maintenance treatments 
to go but will be done very soon. (2 drugs are ones you take via IV for a full year).  
 

Hair is growing in nicely and Iôm gaining more energy; as much energy as a mom of a 
nearly 4 year old can have anyway!  
 

Iôm happy to answer more specific questions if others have them!  
 

I hope the churches are doing well ˗  
 

Pastor Alyssa Mitchell was Lewis Valley & Mindoro Lutheranôs pastor from 2018-
2021. 

Members of Mindoro Lutheran & Lewis Valley Lutheran:  
 

Thank you so much for the kind words, cards, and gifts you gave me on Staff 
Appreciation Day.  It was much appreciated.   
 

~ Jodi  

Lewis Valley needs Cookie Bakers! 
 

Lewis Valley is signed up for homemade cookies for LuMin for the 
college students.   
 

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.  Cookies can be brought to Lewis 
Valley on Sunday, 04/27/2025, or to Mindoro by Tuesday, 04/29/2025, 
by 2:30pm.  The college students will be enjoying the cookies on 
04/30/2025.   

The W-ELCA Spring Convention is on Saturday, 04/26/2025. 
 

The Synod Womenȴs Spring Convention will be at St Stephens 
in Camp Douglas this year.  There is a registration sheet in 
each churchesȴ narthex to sign-up; or you can call Jodi 
Anderson to let her know youȴll be there.  There are also forms 
to be a nominee for the W-ELCA synod board and for the 2026 
Triennial in Des Moines.   
 

The March Crosswinds newsletter, which you should have 
received by email (itȴs also on our church website) has more 
information about the convention. 
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Right: 
Try out Lewis 
Valleyõs new 
QR code as 
another easy 
way to give. 

Right: 
Try out Mindoro 
Lutheranõs new 
QR code as 

another easy way 
to give. 

Top Left:  Confirmation Students 
leading worship. 

 

Top Right:  Quilts made by LV & 
MLC quilters for the Giertych 

Family. 
 

Left and Above:  Staff Recognition 
Sunday on 03/02/2025 

(Cheri Timm, Nicole Tracey, and 
Barb Anderson are missing from 

the picture.) 

Have you tried out the 
new QR codes (see 
below) as a way to give 
offering and memorials 
to the church?  
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checking account when needed.  Council will have final decision on this and we will 
vote on at April meeting. 
 

Property (Church) ï Chub Rommel and Brad Sime will fix siding.  Sinotteôs have given 
approval for the use of their driveway for the work to be completed 
 

OTHER BUSINESS   
 

- Communion helpers: Shari Bockenhauer will be communion helper on April 6th and 
Kim Bennett will help on Easter service at 8:30 AM.  We will not be having a 6:30 AM 
service.   
 

- Synod Assembly 2025 ï At the annual meeting the congregation voted in Cindy 
Thompson as a Synod Assembly Voting Member. We still had one open spot. Beth 
McRae is willing to serve. Mary Kastenschmidt made a motion to approve Beth McRae 
as a 2nd voting member and Shari Bockenhauer 2nd. The motion passed.   
 

- Due to the numbers at the Sunrise Easter service and regular worship service, Pastor 
Emma and the worship team proposed going down to 1 service at each church on Easter, 
so this year it would be 8:30am at MLC and 10am at Lewis Valley, but incorporating 
some elements from the Sunrise service into the regular services.  
 

Motion is made by Beth McRae for only two services 8:30 AM at Mindoro and 10 AM 
at Lewis Valley, 2nd by Nick Yanske, Mary Kastenschmidt opposed. The motion passed. 
 

- handicapped parking. Mary Kastenschmidt brought up that we need more handicapped 
parking.  Cost for sign is $40-44.  We need at least one more on side of church as well 
up front by Shirleyôs house.  What about senior parking in case someone does not have a 
handicapped sticker?  We also donôt want all spaces taken in case we need that for 
unloading food, etc.  Spot should be left open by back door.  This door is always open 
for funerals.   
 

Mary will ask about the senior parking and bring all of this back to next meeting.  Jodi 
would need to let us know what fund any of this would come from.  
 

- council terms: Table for next meeting. 
 

- honorarium tree: The tree in front of Mindoro Lutheran died, a family would like to 
purchase and plant a tree in honor of a member having a birthday. Betty Pfaff suggested 
the space might be too tight for big tree, it would need to be a small tree. The council is 
okay with a small tree being donated and planted. 
 

High school scholarships: Rather than doing a scholarship application each year, 
Mindoro Lutheran will do a $100 gift to each High School graduate. Mary made a 
motion to give $100 to each graduate (Kwik Trip card, purchased through the scrip card 
program here at church), 2nd by Shari Bockenhauer.   
 

Custodial funeral fees: When there is a visitation at Mindoro night before funeral, an 
additional $100 fee for custodian will be collected, because the custodian does twice the 
work. Per the funeral home, this has become standard to pay the custodian double when 
the visitation is the night before at church. 
 

Motion to Adjourn by Mary Kastenschmidt, 2nd by Sandy Stetzer; adjourn time 7:55pm  
 

(pending approval at April meeting) 

M  C  M   
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Noisy Offering on Sunday, 03/16/2025, went to the Giertych 
Family who had a house fire on February 22nd.  
$266.42 was given at Lewis Valley and $227.21  

was given at Mindoro, totaling $493.63.  

L  V      AV V . 
No Experience necessary.  Will train. 

 

Contact the church office or 
talk with Pastor Emma, Russell, Jason, Kay, Becky, or Dave. 

 

Welcome & Thank you to our new volunteers Jenna Euler,   
Karen Knutson, and Carol Taylor. 

The Pictorial Directories are here!!!! ᶉᶉ 
They are in Narthex at both churches! 

If you had your picture taken by the directory photographers, you free copy is on the 
table with your name on it. 
If you submitted a picture and you let Mona know that you wanted one, yours will be 
in another stack on the table with your name on it.  If you haven't paid the $15 each for 
the directory yet, please do so when you pick it up. 
If you didn't get your picture taken or you didn't submit a picture, we have extras 
that you can purchase also. 

Dear Pastor Emma, Mindoro Lutheran Church members, WELCA ladies, 
and Sunday School kids, 
 

We want to thank you so much for your outpouring of love for Mary Phillips on 
her 85th birthday! She was so very happy to hear from so many of you and was 
stunned by all the cards piled in the mailbox for over a week! It is so kind of you 
all to continue keeping her and Ron in your prayers as we navigate her Alzhei-
mer's diagnosis. She got many smiles from the drawings and messages from 
the Sunday School Students! We greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
the blessings of being from a small, caring community like Mindoro. 
 

Sincerely, 
Ron and Mary Phillips, Cheryl Andrist, Tracey Stanton, Kelly Isola, and families 

L  V   M  L  C  L  W  S 
 

Sundays in Lent have the regular worship schedule - 8:30am at Mindoro, Sunday 
School at 9:30am at Mindoro, 10:00am worship at Lewis Valley 
 

Wednesday 4/2/25 at LV ï 6pm-6:30pm free supper, 6:30pm worship 
Wednesday 4/9/25 at Mindoro ï 6pm-6:30pm free supper, 6:30pm worship 
 

Friday 4/18/25 ï Good Friday Service at Lewis Valley 6:30pm 
 

E  S  W   
 

8:30am at Mindoro Lutheran and 10:00am at Lewis Valley Lutheran 
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Six students 
were at LVõs 
Sunday School 
class and at the 
Childrenõs 
Message on 
03/23/2025. 

 

     19

M  C  M 

MINDORO LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
March 10, 2025, at Mindoro 

 

In Attendance:  Pastor Emma, Jodi Anderson, Kim Bennett, Shari Bockenhauer,  
Daina Dobbs, Mary Kastenschmidt, Beth McRae, Betty Pfaff, Sandy Stetzer, Cindy  
Thompson, Nick Yanske                   Absent: No One 

 

CALL TO ORDER by Daina Dobbs at 7:05 pm 
     

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  MMSP with motion by Shari Bockenhauer, 2nd by Beth  
McRae  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  MMSP with motion by Shari Bockenhauer, 2nd by Mary  
Kastenschmidt 
 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER REPORT  MMSP with motion by Sandy Stetzer, 2nd by 
Mary Kastenschmidt 
 

Balance for end of February is $1474.  There is an extra salary on paper ONLY for 
pastor, Jodi is figuring this out.  Jodi added in the parsonage money for two months, 
rent is $1250, our share $750.  We received over $3000 in memorial money, Rusty and 
Gail Kirchner (majority dedicated to building fund).  We had a big heating bill of 
$1300.  Total received in January was $6465.72 and expenses were $7108.89.  Feb total 
received was $7826 and expenses were $8770.  We did have one canceled service in 
January due to weather.  Can we look to budget fuel bill?  We already get a discount at 
$1.44 a gallon.   
 

CDs brought $15,000 back into the general fund last year.  Could move parsonage rent 
income into the general fund if needed. 
 

We recently changed from PayPal for online giving due to increased fees, to Vanco.  
Option is given to cover charges; most people choose to do that.  Fees are based on how 
many transactions we have.  February fee was $32.97 and electronic giving was $4,000.   
 

Direct deposit is available, only a couple members use. 
 

PRESIDENTôS REPORT-Nothing to report. 
 

TEAM REPORTS 
 

Finance ï   Storandt memorial was reviewed; we received 40,000 in 2005.  At that time, 
$5,553.65 was taken out and put in general fund.  In 2010, we changed from investing 
with Thrivent to the ELCAôs Mission Investment Fund.  In 2013, we did a 6-year term 
investment.  In 2014, money was taken out to finish paying for AV ($13,473.43 and got 
charged a fee for early withdrawal).  In 2019, we took out money for repairing the 
elevator ($2,989.85). Our current investment term is coming due on June 1st and finance 
team met yesterday to talk about what to do.  Jodi checked into rates and they are 3.75 
for 6 year, 1-3 years is between 4.15 to 4.25. Money market with Edward Jones was 
looked at as well.   
 

Finance team talked about taking out $10,000 and moving to Edward Jones money 
market account.  This would allow us to draw money out and transfer to account at First 
National. Goal is to make as much money on interest when not needed and bring into 
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L  V  M 

LEWIS VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 10, 2025 

 

In attendance:  Pastor Emma, Jodi Anderson, Jane Brockway, Jenna Euler, Jason Knipe,  
Karen Knutson, Brenda Severson, Dave Whalen       Absent:  Wendy Trautsch  
 

Meeting was called to Order by Council President Jenna Euler at 7:06 p.m. 
 

Agenda Approval:  Dave moved to approve the agenda, Jason seconded, MMSP 
 

Secretaryôs Report: Jason moved to approve the minutes, Brenda seconded, MMSP 
 

Treasurerôs report:   Jodi reviewed the January and February reports, Karen moved to 
approve the January & February reports, Jane seconded, MMSP.   
 

Presidentôs report:  Jenna reported she is working on setting up Sunday school at 
Lewis Valley, and she is following up on AV concerns. 
 

Team Reports 
Finance:  Nothing to report 
 

Property (Church):   Noted Nicole was on vacation. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 Communion helpers April 6, 2025 ï Jenna and April 20, 2025 ï Karen 
  

 Parsonage Income/what account to record rental income:  Council 
discussed what account should be used to record the monthly parsonage rental income.  
Karen made a motion to put the monthly rent income into the Parsonage Remodeling 
account to keep it separate from regular offering that goes into the general checking, 
Brenda seconded, MMSP 
 AV Open House Update:  Jason informed the council that March 23, 2025 
there would be a training session after services for anyone interested in learning the AV 
process. 
 Pavement Quotes:  Pastor Emma will contact the property committee to get 3 
quotes for repair of the parking lot.  Council discussed possibly doing a Repaving 
Stewardship campaign to help cover the cost of repairs. 
 Fish Fry Fund:  Council reviewed council minutes back to 2017 in regard to 
discussion on the Fish Fry funds.  There was no definite decision on the use of the fund 
so church council will make decisions on how the funds are handle.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. with a motion by Brenda and second by Dave, MMSP 
 

Respectfully submitted, Karen Knutson, Council Secretary, Lewis Valley Luth Church 
 

(pending approval at the 04/14/25 meeting) 

 In phase one of the Engaging Children Initiative 
(eci.lacrosseareasynod.org),  the La Crosse Area Synod is 
conducting a survey to measure how engaged parents and 
families are with our congregations, get their take on why they 
participate in worship, and what hinders their participation in 
congregational worship. The more responses we receive, the 
more comprehensive story we'll be able to tell about what's 
happening in our congregations.  Please scan the QR code and 
take the 10-15 minute survey.  Thank you. 
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S  
 

The calendar says itôs spring, but the weather doesnôt say itôs spring.  Iôve checked 
on my outdoor friends and they say theyôre doing ok now that the bitter cold is gone.   
 

Lent has begun.  Our Wednesday evening suppers and worships seem to have a 
50/50 chance of happening with all the unpredictable weather.  If you havenôt been to a 
Wednesday evening Lenten supper, please come. More people equals more food 
dropped equals me being one full, happy, and content church mouse!  And, the 
Wednesday worships are beautiful with the Holden Evening Prayer and the stories the 
confirmation students share as they lead worship are wonderful.  
 

Speaking of food dropped, our custodian, Cheri Timm, at 
Mindoro wonôt be here to clean up after us for a while.  Please 
keep her in your prayers as she has surgery on 03/31/2025, and as 
she recovers.  I did come up with a great idea; I hope itôs ok with 
everyone that I bring in a couple of my friends to help me do the 
yummy work of cleaning up crumbs and such.  
 

Peace and 
Seemore, the Church Mouse 

Above and 
Left: 

 
Joint Sunday 
School and 
Childrenõs 
Message at 
Mindoro in 
March. 

http://eci.lacrosseareasynod.org/
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Below:  Joint Sunday School on March 2nd-23rd. 

 

     17

J  C  M   

moved in.  Cost for that work is $750.   Mary suggested that the roof be checked, Pastor 
Emma will ask the Parsonage team to check on the roof. 
 

Staff Support -   Team will meet after Easter. 
 

Stewardship -   Team has not met, there are plans for a summer meeting.  Stewardship 
drive went well. 

 

Worship ï Team has not met since last meeting; they will meet after Easter to plan 
through summer.    Everyone seems to love the ñGo in Peaceò song at end of service.   

 

Other Joint Business 
 

- Noisy Offering for March (Giertych Family), April (Lutheran Disaster Response for 
California Wildfires), and May (Lilies of the Cut) 

 

Cindy Tracey had asked about moving the March noisy offering to Giertych Family.  
Decision was made to support this local family.  Family is at capacity for physical 
donations.  There is no word about a benefit for the family but there is a Go Fund Me 
page. 

 

- Scholarships - In the past, Lenten supper money and loose offerings have gone to joint 
youth fund.  Last year we elected the money go to the little food pantry.  Youth fund has 
been depleted, down to $100.  We normally receive applications in fall.    

 

Lewis Valley gives $100 gift card to each graduate.  Should Mindoro consider doing 
this as well?  We will have four graduates this year and normally have between 1-5 each 
year per church.  Mindoro will talk about at their individual meeting. 
 

- Lent loose & supper offerings.  We donôt always receive loose offerings at Lenten 
meal.  We need to have a sign stating what the money is going towards.  For all Lenten 
meals and services, we generally collect around $228.  This amount does not include 
envelopes with parishioner names.  Seems to makes sense to replenish fund if only 
$100.  Motion is made to have Lenten loose offerings and supper offerings go towards 
youth fund is made by Mary Kastenschmidt and 2nd by Cindy Thompson. 
 

-Hearts and Hammers.  Account has about $1200 in it that has been dormant for about 
15 years.  Funds are contentious and a challenge for some to let go of.  Both churches 
have brought up that they would like to get the money off the books or have a clearer 
sense of how to utilize money or disburse.  Pastor would like to send a letter to those 
involved and potentially give options of where money could go and celebrate what they 
have done.  Beth said she helped muck out houses when there was flooding in Rushford. 
 
Next council meeting, April 14, 2025, at Lewis Valley Lutheran, 6:30pm 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Jason Knipe and 2nd by Betty Pfaff 
 
Adjourn and Lordôs Prayer           adjourn time 7:03 pm  

 
(pending approval at April meeting) 
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J  C  M 

JOINT COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
MINDORO AND LEWIS VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCHES 

March 10, 2025, at Mindoro Lutheran 
  

In Attendance:  Pastor Emma, Jodi Anderson, Kim Bennett, Shari Bockenhauer, Jane 
Brockway, Daina Dobbs, Jenna Euler, Mary Kastenschmidt, Jason Knipe, Karen 
Knutson, Beth McRae, Betty Pfaff, Brenda Severson, Sandy Stetzer, Cindy Thompson, 
Dave Whalen, and Nick Yanske    Absent: Wendy Trautsch 
 

Call to order by Daina Dobbs at 6:30pm  
 

Devotions by Sandy Stetzer from her devotional book: ñPrayers and Promises for 
Womenò. (April Devotions by Jane Brockway) 
 

Approval of Agenda  MMSP with motion by  Mary Kastenschmidt, 2nd by Shari 
Bockenhauer 
 

Approval of Minutes  MMSP with motion by Jenna Euler with correction of adding 
Shari Bockenhauer as attendee at meeting last month, 2nd by Mary Kastenschmidt 
 

Pastorôs Report  
Pastor Emma attended spring theological education day at Trinity in Sparta with 
Wisconsin Council of Churches.  Shortly thereafter she came down with influenza A and 
was not in office for a week.  Pastor was thankful for all that filled in during her 
absence. Pastor plans to deliver directories to homebound at no charge. She has been 
spending time on worship planning and Lent.   

 
TEAM REPORTS 

 

Education ï The Sunday school children will be singing on Palm Sunday 4/13, and have 
been continuing with their new songs and learning something new each week. The kids 
(with the help of Cindy Thompson) surprised Kim a few weeks ago with the most 
thoughtful and cute tree of ornaments, cards of love, and a cake that we all enjoyed 
together.  Lewis Valley prepares for their new Sunday School session on March 23. This 
will be a great additional option for those children from the Lewis Valley congregation 
to learn and grow in their love for Jesus. Confirmation students will be helping with 
Lent the next few weeks.  Cora and Marley did a great job yesterday reading the 
monologue with Pastor Emma.  
 

Jenna stated that emails will go out later this week in regards to the Lewis Valley 
Sunday School session for 3ï8-year-olds.  Plan is to meet 30 minutes once a month for 
April and May.   Cindy asked if they needed any craft materials and Jenna feels they are 
in good shape, lessons will be pretty basic right now.   
 

Kids are welcome at either or both Sunday Schools.  
 

Finance - No updates right now 
 

Parsonage - Work was done to level out soil and draw water from parsonage last year 
has seemed to work.  There is some moisture in garage but not like when Jason first 
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