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Newsletter of the La Crosse Area Synod Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

As a community of women 

created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to 

grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, 

support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness 

in the church, the society, and the world. 

W-ELCA Purpose Statement  

Hello Wonderful Women of the ELCA, 

 

It’s only a little over a month until the 

Fall Renewal!  This year has flown by!  

The Fall Renewal is on October 21, at 

Westby Coon Prairie Lutheran in Westby. 

 

Our keynote speaker will be Chaplain 

Ann Wales from the La Crosse County 

Jail Ministry. 

 

We’ll have the BOOK SWAP table for all 

the book lovers out there. 

 

When we break into our conferences at 

the Renewal, North Conference and 

South Conference will need to pick/find/

volunteer women to the Conference 

Coordinator positions.  A job description 

is on page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

And, we will try our best to provide 

ample time for fellowship and 

interaction to share ideas, etc. 

 

Peace & Love, 

Mona Van Riper, Crosswinds Editor 

Upcoming Fall Renewals and  
Spring Conventions 

 
10/21/2023 Fall Renewal at              

Westby Coon Prairie Lutheran, Westby 
 

04/20/2024 Spring Convention at         
Our Redeemer Lutheran, La Crosse 

 
10/19/2024 Fall Renewal at 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran,          
Prairie du Chien 



Crosswinds - September 2023 , Volume 48, Issue 2               

 

President’s Letter 



Crosswinds - September 2023 , Volume 48, Issue 2               

 

2023 Fall Renewal Registration Form 

October 21,  2023 

Westby Coon Prairie Lutheran Church 

500 South Main Street        Westby, WI   54667        (608)634-3412 

8:30 am Registration - 2:00 pm Closing of Convention 

                 
 

Congregation Name____________________ Conference______ 

 

                     1) Name_______________________________________ 

   Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________       Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

 

                       2) Name_______________________________________ 

   Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________       Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

 

                            3) Name_______________________________________ 

    Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________     Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

  

                           4) Name_______________________________________ 

    Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title______________     Special Diet &/or Childcare  __________ 

 

                             5)Name_______________________________________ 

    Unit Officer?   Y/N       Title_____________       Special Diet &/or Childcare  _________ 

 

 

Mailed registration with $15 per person must reach the treasurer by October 1, 2023.  

Make checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA.  Send forms and funds to              

Jodi Anderson, W2875 Anderson Road, Mindoro WI 54644. 

After October 1, registration MUST be made by phone, (608)857-3550.   The fee remains 

$15 per person with monies payable at the convention.  The U.S. mail is not timely 

enough to guarantee funds being received in a timely manner.  Checks should be still be 

payable to La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA. 
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To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Mona’s version of the Job Description for a Conference Coordinator: 

1. Is the Liaison between the W-ELCA board and the conference; 

2. Is not a voting member on the board; but, Is encouraged to attend board meetings; 

3. Organizes conference events (example would be a Summer Luncheon); 

4. Works the Registration Desk at the Spring Convention and the Fall Renewal; and 

5. Possibly make a monthly or quarterly newsletter for the units in the conference 

The following information is from the W-ELCA Churchwide in Chicago. 

 

What is an active unit? 

A unit must commit to four items in order to be recognized as active: 

1. Come together for study, support, and action. 

2. Participate in the ministry of W-ELCA beyond the congregation. 

3. Support financially the total program of  W-ELCA. 

4. Designate leadership that shall be in communication with the synodical and 

Churchwide women’s organization. 



Crosswinds - September 2023 , Volume 48, Issue 2               

 

W-ELCA Units’ 

Projects Completed from November 2022 through September 2023

 
  

Church Name __________________________________________  Conference _____________________ 

Contact Name _________________________________________   Phone _________________________ 

 

Please send this completed form of projects (quilts, kits, other... for Lutheran World Relief and/or other 

missions) to Jacqueline Joanis, W21676 Red Fox Lane, Trempealeau, WI 54661  by October 1 or hand it in at 

the registration table at the Fall Renewal. 

Item made Number made Donated to 

Season most 

items are made 

 Quilts 

      

Personal 

Care Kits 

      

School Kits 

      

 Baby Care 

Kits 

      

Fabric Kits 

      

Other: 

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________ 
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October is Clergy Appreciation Month 
                                                                                                        Aug 29, 2023 

 
By Tracey Breashears Schultz, Bishop’s Associate for Leadership 
(Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod) 
 
You’ve probably heard of Boss’s Day, Nurses Day, Teacher Appreciation, and maybe even World 
Octopus Day, but did you know about Clergy Appreciation Month? Whether it was started by Focus 
on the Family or by Hallmark, I am not quite sure, but October is a month to recognize and give 
thanks for the clergy—the pastors and deacons—in our lives. Specifically, Sunday, October 8 is 
Clergy Appreciation Day this year. You may be tempted to think of the occasion as just another made-
up holiday created by those who sell greeting cards, but before we dismiss it, what if we embrace its 
good intentions and make the most of it? 
 
I asked my Facebook friends, many of them clergy, how they would like to be honored or blessed for 
the occasion, and here’s what I learned: 
 
Many congregations rely on their ministers to mark occasions, make announcements, and remind the 
faithful about upcoming events. This is awkward when the pastor or deacon is the one being 
recognized. A minister should not be put in the position of explaining Clergy Appreciation Month. Can 
a council leader do it? Can a member of the fellowship committee? How about someone from the 
pastor’s call committee, regardless of how long ago they were called? Be thoughtful and intentional 
about involving the congregation and not creating more work for your minister. 

 

• “The best gift my congregation ever gave me was a little decorative jar…filled with index cards of 
what they appreciated about my ministry with them.” 

• “One year my congregation gave all an opportunity to write an affirmation of something about my 
ministry that was meaningful to them. Then, they were stuck on my [office] door. Maybe 70 post-its. I 
was very touched.” 

• “As a Deacon, I’d love to just be acknowledged as clergy, or have people consistently call it 
‘clergy appreciation’ instead of just ‘pastor appreciation.’” 

• “Coffee shop gift cards” 

• “Taken to lunch. Donation to [my ministry setting] in my honor. Coffee is always good.” 

• “A self-care gift certificate of their choosing…” 

• Pass the plate for a love offering, and gift your minister with the funds for vacation or dinner and a 
movie, or whatever they like. 

• “I got a lovely card from my church council last year, along with a gift card to my favorite yarn 
shop…That was really nice, mostly because of the kind comments in the card…I save a lot of the 
cards and notes I get to help me get through the rough days. I stash them in random spots so I 
sometimes come across them unexpectedly.” 

• “A ‘gift certificate’ for a Vacation Sunday that doesn’t require me to find my own pulpit supply, 
prepare the bulletin, etc. before I go.” 

 
Ideas don’t have to be big or expensive. One congregation I served surprised me by decorating and 
setting out punch, cake, and cookies while I was teaching Sunday school and could not see what they 
were up to. When I stepped out of the classroom, there was a party in progress, and it was for me! 
 
On another occasion, a church member set die-cut leaves on a back table. On each leaf, was written 
I appreciate Pastor Tracey because… leaving a space for members and friends to write affirmations. I 
received that stack of leaves over a decade ago, and I still cherish them. 
 
Especially now, when there are fewer clergy available than there are open calls, it’s a good time to 
give thanks for those who bless us! 
 
And, if only including clergy seems to overlook other church staff, such as musicians and 
administrators, expand the party! We cannot say thank you enough. 
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ELCA presiding bishop, Christian leaders issue statement against Christian nationalism 

8/2/2019 12:35:00 PM 

CHICAGO — The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), has joined Christian leaders in a statement against Christian nationalism. 

"Whether we worship at a church, mosque, synagogue, or temple, America has no second-class 
faiths," their statement reads. "All are equal under the U.S. Constitution." 

The full statement follows: 

As Christians, our faith teaches us everyone is created in God's image and commands us to love 
one another. As Americans, we value our system of government and the good that can be 
accomplished in our constitutional democracy. Today, we are concerned about a persistent threat 
to both our religious communities and our democracy — Christian nationalism. 

Christian nationalism seeks to merge Christian and American identities, distorting both the 
Christian faith and America's constitutional democracy. Christian nationalism demands 
Christianity be privileged by the State and implies that to be a good American, one must be 
Christian. It often overlaps with and provides cover for white supremacy and racial subjugation. 
We reject this damaging political ideology and invite our Christian brothers and sisters to join us in 
opposing this threat to our faith and to our nation. 

 As Christians, we are bound to Christ, not by citizenship, but by faith. We believe that: 

• People of all faiths and none have the right and responsibility to engage constructively in the 
public square. 

• Patriotism does not require us to minimize our religious convictions. 

• One's religious affiliation, or lack thereof, should be irrelevant to one's standing in the civic 
community. 

• Government should not prefer one religion over another or religion over nonreligion. 

• Religious instruction is best left to our houses of worship, other religious institutions and 
families. 

• America's historic commitment to religious pluralism enables faith communities to live in civic 
harmony with one another without sacrificing our theological convictions. 

• Conflating religious authority with political authority is idolatrous and often leads to 
oppression of minority and other marginalized groups as well as the spiritual impoverishment of 
religion. 

We must stand up to and speak out against Christian nationalism, especially when it inspires acts 
of violence and intimidation—including vandalism, bomb threats, arson, hate crimes, and attacks 
on houses of worship—against religious communities at home and abroad.Whether we worship 
at a church, mosque, synagogue, or temple, America has no second-class faiths. All are equal 
under the U.S. Constitution. As Christians, we must speak in one voice condemning Christian 
nationalism as a distortion of the gospel of Jesus and a threat to American democracy. 
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Mark your calendars: 

La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA  

SPRING CONVENTION 

April 20, 2024 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

2135 Weston Street, La Crosse, WI 
 

Look for more information in future Crosswinds. 

Mark your calendars: 

La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA  

FALL RENEWAL 

Saturday, October 19, 2024 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 

201 S. Michigan, Prairie du Chien, WI 
 

Look for more information in future Crosswinds. 

Fill out registration form & send it in! 

La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA  

FALL RENEWAL 

Saturday, October 21, 2023 

Westby Coon Prairie Lutheran Church 

500 South Main Street, Westby, WI 
   

The registration form on page 3 of  this issue. 



Crosswinds - September 2023 , Volume 48, Issue 2               

 

COOKIES ON CAMPUS NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 
 

#CookiesOnCampus is back with  
LuMin Campus Ministries!  

 

Interim Pastor Paul Drees will continue the tradition 
of bringing hundreds of cookies to UW-La Crosse 

each week, beginning September 6.  
Five hundred (about 42 dozen!) cookies are needed 

each week.  
Our synod congregations have lovingly provided 

home-baked goodies so students can have a little 
taste of home.  

Find more information and sign up, contact Jen 
at admin@luminlax.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Lutheran World Relief  

Semi-Trailer Load will be in La Crosse on 

Saturday, October 14, 2023, from 

7:00am to 11:00am, at  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

4141 Mormon Coulee Road. 

 

The Semi-Trailer will be in La Crosse to load all Quilts, Personal Care Kits, Baby 

Care Kits, Fabric Kits, AND School Kits that have been made and gathered in        

our synod.  
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Bells Coulee Lutheran Church Pie & Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, October 1, 2023, Noon - 3:00pm 

Call Sandy at 608-786-0265 for more details. 
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Upcoming Events?? 
 

Submit your upcoming events to monavanriper@gmail.com so 
they can be in future Crosswinds. 

Dress yourself in Just Love wear 
 

Order quality clothing from Lands’ End 
with the Women of the ELCA and 2023 
Triennial Gathering logo at:  
 

https://business.landsend.com/store/
womenoftheelca/ 

LWR School Kit Bags 
 

There will be school kit bags available 
to purchase at the Fall Renewal on 

10/21/2023 and at the Spring 
Convention on 04/20/2024. 

September is  If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, help is 
available.  
 

To reach the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline, call or text 988, or you can 
start a chat at 988lifeline.org. 
 

Thoughts of suicide can be frightening. But by reaching out for help 
or checking in with family and friends, we can avoid devastating 
outcomes. 
 

According to the CDC and NIMH, nearly 46,000 lives were lost to 
suicide in 2020 alone. Comments or thoughts about suicide, also 
known as suicidal ideation, can begin small — for example, “I wish I 
wasn’t here” or “Nothing matters.” But over time, they can become 
more explicit and dangerous. 

https://business.landsend.com/store/womenoftheelca/
https://business.landsend.com/store/womenoftheelca/
tel:988
https://lacrosseareasynod.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88821329416c1d8f7102de10e&id=3fa691771b&e=a5a1ca2a83
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide
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La Crosse Area Synod W-ELCA Board Members 

President 
 

Anita Jensen 
520 Central Avenue 
Sparta, WI 54656 

608-269-2325 
pconrth@yahoo.com 

Trinity, Sparta 
Term through  
Spring 2023 

 
 

Vice-President 
 

Holly Anderson 
1111 E. Olson Street 

Blair, WI 54616 
608-864-1340 

hmanderson0507@ 
gmail.com 

Blair Lutheran 
Term through Spring 2024 

Secretary 
 

Leslie Peterson 
N9692  2nd Ave 

Camp Douglas, WI 54618 
608-542-0245 

Lpete1994@hotmail.com 
St. Peter’s  

Shennington 
Term through  
Spring 2024 

Treasurer 
 

Jodi Anderson 
W2875 Anderson Road 

Mindoro, WI 54644 
608-857-3550 

jodidusty@gmail.com 
Mindoro Lutheran 

Term through  
Spring 2023 

East Conference 
Representative 

 
Louise Buchholz 

25847 Minoan Avenue 
Wilton, WI 54670 

608-435-6435 
rlbuchholz@hotmail.com 

St Paul’s, Wilton 
Term through  
Spring 2024 

West Conference 
Representative 

 
Representative Needed 

to fill the 
Term through  
Spring 2024 

North Conference  
Representative 

 
Dena Daffinson 

N22544 McConnell Lane 
Ettrick, WI  54627 

608-525-5026 
ddaffinson@aol.com  

North Beaver Creek, 
Ettrick 

Term through  
Spring 2023 

South Conference  
Representative 

 
Mary Connelly 

306 E Park Street 
Westby, WI 54667 

608-632-9125 
duckconnelly@gmail.com 

Westby-Coon Prairie, 
Westby 

Term through  
Spring 2023 

East Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Alice Olson 

621 Kent Street 
Sparta, WI 54656 

608-487-5409 
avon.alice@hotmail.com 

Trinity, Sparta 
Term through  

Fall 2024 

West Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Kay Snuggerud 
5474 County 21 

La Crescent, MN 55947 
snugvale@acegroup.cc 

Prince of Peace,  
La Crescent 
Term through  

Fall 2024 

North Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Coordinator  

Needed 
 

Term through  
Fall 2025 

South Conference 
Coordinator 

 
Coordinator  

Needed 
 

Term through  
Fall 2025 

Board Member at 
Large 

 
Jacqueline Joanis 

W21676 Red Fox Lane 
Trempealeau, WI 54661 

608-797-4089 
jjoanis@centurytel.net 

Zion, Galesville 
Term through 
Spring 2024 

Liaison to Synod ELCA 
 

JoAnn Salava 
N5963 Davies Road 

New Lisbon, WI 53950 
608-542-0652 
jams@mwt.net 
St Stephen’s,  

Camp Douglas 

Crosswinds Editor 
 

Mona Van Riper 
W5598 County Road D 

Holmen, WI 54636 
608-526-2284 

monavanriper@gmail.com 
Lewis Valley,  

Holmen 
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      To: 

 

Crosswinds Newsletter 

Mona Van Riper, Editor 

W5598 County Road D 

 Holmen, WI 54636 

E-mail:  monavanriper@gmail.com  

About the Newsletter…. 

The Crosswinds is published by the La Crosse 

Area Synod – Women of the ELCA.  The 

President (or contact person) and the Treasurer 

(or financial recorder) of each unit should 

receive an electronic copy.  Please include any 

other interested parties’ email addresses so  

they may receive an electronic copy of the 

Crosswinds also.  Send email addresses to 

monavanriper@gmail.com  

 

Please report your officer list yearly so that we 

can maintain an up-to-date email list.  

 

Subscription of printed Crosswinds are  

available for $5.00 per year.  

Checks payable to La Crosse Area Synod 

WELCA and sent to Jodi Anderson, Treasurer, 

W2875 Anderson Road, Mindoro, WI  54644.  

Submission/Mailing dates for future 

Crosswind publications: 
 

Submission of            Emailing to 

Articles/Info:   W-ELCA: 

11/15/2023   12/01/2023 

02/15/2024   03/01/2024 

05/15/2024   06/01/2024 

08/15/2024   09/01/2024 

Please note that if there isn’t enough information for a  

June and/or December Crosswinds, they won’t be printed.  

You should always receive a Crosswinds in March and 

September as they will contain information about the 

Spring Convention and the Fall Renewal, respectively. 


